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June 7, 2016

Tom Welter:

My name is Mark Freeman, and I am the AD for the Jewell School District. Please consider this a letter of explanation for the age and fifth year waiver for Rhett Gerken (OSAA form ID 20150985) for the 2016-2017 school year. Rhett is a 19 year-old junior who is ending his first year of enrollment in the Jewell School District. Prior to attending Jewell, Rhett attended Vernonia High School for his freshman and sophomore years. This was Rhett’s first year of participating in any extracurricular activities as he did not participate in any clubs or athletics while attending Vernonia High School. During the 2015-2016 school year, Rhett participated in cross country, basketball, and track. With the hopeful endorsement of the OSAA, he is hoping to be able to participate in football, basketball, and track for the 2016-2017 school year.

Rhett has been held back from forward promotion three times during his educational career. The first time he was held back was when he was in the first grade in Oregon due to behavior concerns. The second time he was held back was when he was in the third grade in Washington for academic concerns. During his time in Washington, he was also on an IEP. The third and final time he was held back was when he was in the seventh grade in Georgia, and this was due to excessive absenteeism.

Rhett has socially and academically matured during his first year here in Jewell. He has maintained strong school attendance, and he has performed well in the classroom. He has discovered he enjoys participating in sports, despite his lack of natural born athleticism. I would ask that he be given every consideration to receive an eligibility waiver for his senior year in high school. Please feel free to contact me with any questions or needs for additional information. 

Thank you,


Mark Freeman
Athletic Director
Jewell School District 8
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