Mr. Tom Welter
Executive Director	
OSAA
C/o Mr. Tony Guevara
Re: Liam Michael McDonald
DOB: 03/30/1998
Dear Mr. Welter,
My wife, Melinda, and I had been trying to rescue our grandson, Liam, from his hard and chaotic life for years, but were thwarted by his parents. Over the years there has been a lot of turmoil in the lives of his parents, including arguing, separations, untrue accusations and use of drugs. Neither parent has worked for at least the past 5 years, had a car or an adequate supply of food. They have lived separately and have relied on welfare of various types. Liam attended school irregularly, with little encouragement from whichever parent he was living with at the time. Eventually the family dynamic deteriorated to the point that Liam was living with a friend and her family. He slept on the floor but did have an adequate diet. 
Sometime during Liam’s 8th grade year, Liam’s mother moved with the kids to Medford, OR hoping to get supported by social service agencies. When the services were not provided, they moved back to Alaska and resumed a marginal existence there. Liam started 9th grade in Alaska, but the family moved again to Medford in the fall of that year. He was enrolled in Crater Lake high school. The family of three moved into a two bedroom apartment already occupied by Liam’s older sister and brother and a small child. Tensions and discord increased in this environment. Liam was again sleeping on the floor. After several months, Liam’s mother was admitted to a VA long-term care facility in White City, Oregon, where she remained for a year. Liam’s older sister, in her early twenties, tried to run the family of 5 now living in her apartment. Tempers frayed and at some point in the spring of Liam’s freshman year he was evicted from the apartment by his sister. He had a few friends in whose homes he could “crash” for a while. He was homeless for the final part of his freshman year and most of the summer, and did not attend school.
We rescued Liam when he called us from Eugene and asked for help. He had been hitchhiking with an older male who had been arrested for doing a “dine and dash”. Liam has lived with us for the past 2.75 years, during which time he has exhibited his determination to change his life. Sports has been an important part of his new life. We hope he can be granted another year of eligibility for his senior year. Please request further information or explanations if needed.
Sincerely,
James and Melinda McDonald 
