[bookmark: _GoBack]To Whom It May Concern, 

Edmund Williams, my step-grandson, chose to come out to Amity to live with me and complete high school here primarily due to uncomfortable family circumstances in VA.

Edmund started high school at Fairfax HS, Fairfax VA, and quickly completed all their math and science classes. In 2015, he transferred to Woodson HS, Fairfax VA, to be able to take more advanced science and math classes, not offered by his other HS. Unfortunately Edmund did not do well in the transfer. He brought home substantially lower grades and "missed" his former friends from the first HS. There was some social media "bullying" or "peer pressure" also going on, encouraging Edmund to accuse his parents of wrong doing / abuse, which was discovered in Nov 2015, and reported to police and school authorities.   Edmund reacted badly to his parents reactions, and walked out after being grounded and having a disruptive argument. He refused to go back home to live under their rules, and was placed by the school counselor in an emergency teen homeless shelter for three weeks to give time to resolve this crisis. His plan to accuse his parents create a situation where he also was no longer welcome at home. As his grandfather, I offered Edmund the choice to live with me here in Amity, provided he would complete high school and obtain professional counseling. His parents agreed as they wanted to distance Edmund from his social media influencing friends. Edmund is now also receiving professional counseling in Salem OR.

Edmund loves to run and enjoys cross country and long distances in track.  It gives him a chance to develop new friends and to understand what teamwork means. The staff and coaching at Amity HS are very proficient and caring towards all their students.

Thank you for your support. I hope this answers your questions.

Sincerely,
John Bush
