3/14/16

[bookmark: _GoBack]Re: Hardship Julia Dingham

To Whom It May Concern:

While my husband and I understand that maintaining good grades is an integral part of being allowed to participate in high school sports, and furthermore we are highly committed to instilling in our kids a great sense of personal responsibility, we would like you to know that Julia's grades last semester were really not her fault. The reasons that children enter into the foster care system are many, and Julia's situation is particularly sad. I'm going to be very frank with you concerning a few of the details.  She was placed in our home just five months ago. She missed the beginning of the school year because her biological mother was too strung out and refused to sign the necessary paperwork for school enrollment -- therefore, she started the year already behind. However, Julia is an extremely determined young lady and finally got those papers signed, used the public bus and her skateboard to get to school and be enrolled. A month in to the school year, she had the courage and bravery to report to a teacher about the abuse and deplorable living conditions at home. I'm not going to go into details about that because most people cannot comprehend how children can be treated as she has been. Suffice to say, she entered foster care, missing even more days of school because of court dates and other appointments. Of course, this put her even farther behind in classes. A month after being placed in our home, she was hospitalized for almost two weeks, causing her to fall even more behind. I would challenge anyone to try to recover immediately from these setbacks. I'm fairly confident they couldn't do it. 




During the current semester, she has been doing part online and part in-school classes. As a parent, I've had to make some tough decisions about when to schedule her ongoing appointments. Because her attendance was low last semester, I've scheduled her appointments on her online days, which takes time away from her to do school work. She currently has 2-3 appointments per week between her therapist, psychiatrist, life skills coach, group therapy, and regular meetings with her DHS caseworker.  Some of those appointments are an hour away, and occupy most of our day. It was certainly a catch-22, and maybe I have made the wrong decision, to her detriment. 



Dance team is something that has supported her through extreme trials. It has literally kept her alive through some of the darkest times of her life. She has worked so hard at dance this year, with the end goal of dancing with her team at the state competition. 



While we know that there are rules to uphold, we would ask for special consideration because of these extenuating circumstances in her life, and that she be allowed to dance with her team this week at State. 


Thank you,
Kristin Hunziker


757-343-4974
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