March 3, 2016
RE: Hardship for Derrick Heisler
To Whom It May Concern:

Forest Grove High School is asking for satisfactory graduation waiver for Derrick Heisler
Derrick was not eligible last year to play baseball in the spring due to academic concerns.  Approximately a year ago his parents felt like Derrick may have a learning disability.  Derek was screened for Dyslexia by Danielle Thompson, a licensed Dyslexia screener and was diagnosed with moderate to severe Dyslexia this fall. With Mrs. Thompson’s screening documentation and Derrick’s doctor input he was officially diagnosed with Dyslexia.  Derrick has since been put on a 504 and is making great strides working through his disability. 
Derrick went to summer school last year and recovered to ½ credit courses and is planning on taking summer school again this summer with a combination of online courses and plans to be on track to graduate by next fall.  The only class he has struggled with first semester was American Sign Language, but his diagnosis has given him confidence that he can succeed and is continuing in the class this spring.  Derrick is absolutely a different kid in and out of the classroom.
Forest Grove will monitor his academic progress and will continue to do so all year.  We think it is important for him to participate and believe allowing Derrick to participate in co-curricular activities will be a benefit to his success now and later in life.
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