Friday, February 26, 2016
Bend Senior High School Athletics 
Re: Requesting an academic exception for participation in boys’ tennis at Bend Senior High School
To Whom It May Concern: 
I am writing to request an exception for my son, Jonah Tiegs, so that he may be able to participate in boys’ tennis at Bend Senior High School this semester.  
Jonah is a life-long homeschool student, who has recently been enrolled in Bend Senior High School, taking four Fuel online classes and two on-campus as well as two additional home school classes online.  He is interested in playing tennis and would like to join the tennis team at school.  He has taken numerous tennis lessons in Pinehurst, North Carolina, and also participated in some local group classes at Bend Golf and Country Club recently.
My husband recently retired from the US Army after nearly 25 years of service.  His responsibilities and combat deployments moved our family to numerous states and overseas locations throughout Jonah’s 15 years of life, and home schooling was the best option for us under those circumstances, offering continuity and consistency in his education without the rollercoaster of changing schools multiple times. Our most recent move is from Southern Pines, North Carolina where we were registered in NC Non-Public Education as Patriot Christian School. 
We moved to Bend so that my husband could work with a local colleague to build an existing charitable non-profit into a more substantial and farther reaching organization with a clearly defined and effective mission.  It is our intention to make Bend our home for the long term.
Upon relocating to Bend, we discovered the many opportunities in the local school system that might greatly enhance Jonah’s education, and after much discussion with Michelle Oliver, we were able to put together a plan that included online, on-campus, and for the sake of continuity, a little bit of homeschool related curriculum, a perfect fit for Jonah.  
Although his homeschool education was not accredited, Jonah has taken all the normally required courses for his grade and performed above average in academics as can be clearly noted in his annual testing with the well-recognized Woodcock-Johnson III exam.  This test has been administered by Beverly Hardister, a licensed, objective, outside person with a teaching certification in North Carolina.  The copies of these results are available on demand as well as a list of courses Jonah has taken over the last few years.  
Interestingly, Jonah’s freshman year education was spent living overseas in Jerusalem, Israel, where he had extensive opportunities to study local history and archaeology hands-on, and to learn some Hebrew, in addition to his regular set of course responsibilities, most of which were online.  
We have used a variety of homeschool resources including but not limited to: Classical Conversations, Alpha Omega Publication/Monarch Online, Sonlight Curriculum, Khan Academy, Math U See online courses, Apologia Science, Study.com (formerly Education Portal), and The Great Courses.   Additionally, Jonah participated in and was elected president as well as Sergeant at Arms of the local Gavel Club of the Pines, an organization for students that is part of Toastmaster’s International.  As clearly indicated in Jonah’s test scores, he is working well within and above his age and grade as compared with students across the country.  
I hope that I have provided you with adequate information on our situation.  Jonah and I would sincerely appreciate your consideration in allowing him to participate in boys’ tennis this semester at Bend Senior High School. I am happy to provide any additional information needed on request.  
Cordially,
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Julianne Tiegs
