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Dear K.T. Emerson and the Oregon School Activities Association,
 
            My name is Jyles Layton and I am currently a senior at Milwaukie High School. I participate in Milwaukie High School’s basketball program and I have been doing so since my freshman year. 
 
            I am on track to graduate at the end of the school year.  It’s an amazing feeling knowing that you are taking the next big step in your life upon graduating from high school.  However, towards the end of my junior year, I had 3/3 math credits and since I need more elective credits, I decided to sign up for Algebra 2 to get an idea of what college math would be like and mentally prepare myself to deal with college level work.  Algebra 2 presented a great challenge.  I worked with private tutors, retook tests after school, requested additional assistance from my math teacher (Ms. Faust), as well as, staying up late studying to learn the fundamentals.  This was a very stressful class for me; I had the option to drop it at the beginning of the semester but I wanted to take on the challenge.
 
            I, Jyles Layton would like to request a hardship clearance to continue to play basketball for Milwaukie High School.  Basketball has been a part of my life since the 3rd grade.  It really took some time for my skill level to develop and it’s finally starting to come together this last and final season of my high school playing career.  I truly believe basketball has taught me a lot about myself, from all the camps I’ve attended, the practices, and games I’ve played in; this game has shown me how to work hard not just on the court, but in the classroom and at home.  

Basketball means the world to me.  It has kept me engaged as a student and an active participant in school activities.  This is the first year I became a starter and I am really enjoying the playing time.  I never received this much playing time in all of my years of competition and now I see all the hard is work paying off. There are not many games left but it would mean the world to me if I was able to complete my final season with my team as an active player. I wouldn’t want to let my team down! There are requirements to play; I fully understand grades come first.  Algebra 2 showed me what I need to do to prepare for tough classes in the future. 

Friday, February 5, 2016I appreciate the time OSAA took to read my letter; I really hope I can finish off my senior season strong! Thank you for your time.
 
Sincerely, 
Jyles Layton

