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Newberg High School challenges student-athletes

to expect excellence from themselves and others in the athletic arena,
without ever compromising excellence in personal and academic pursuits.








February 04, 2016
Tom Welter

Executive Director, OSAA
25200 SW Parkway, Suite 1

Wilsonville, OR  97070

Tom,

Enclosed is an Eligibility Request Form for Habtamu Kudna.  Habtamu is a senior who has lived in our district with his parents for the past five years.  Habtamu and his brother, Getanyah were adopted from Ethiopia and both individuals have language barriers and issues associated with moving to a foreign country, into a new family and in a new academic environment.  

As Habtamu transitioned into Newberg High School, support services were initiated to help with the language barrier.  It has been established, through rigorous testing that in addition to his language barrier, Habtamu also has diagnosed learning disabilities.  He has a case manager, who has developed a plan for Habtamu to become successful.
Our wrestling program has made accommodations for Habtamu to participate.  We do not start practice until 4pm, as our entire program participates in a Study Hall.  Habtamu has been at every practice since the start of the season, but has not competed, due to last spring’s grades.  It is very apparent to anyone who knows Habtamu that belonging to wrestling has had a positive impact on his development as a young man.  Even though he has been ineligible through the soccer and wrestling season, we have been very intentional in demanding that he attend practices.  As a result, he passed all of his first semester classes, except one.  The academic impact is a direct result of a caring case manager and a wrestling program where this individual feels a sense of belonging.  We would like to be able to let him compete in the final week of this season.
If a waiver of eligibility were granted, Habtamu would be placed on a probation status in our school.  He continues to be monitored daily, by his case manager.
Thank you for your time and consideration.
Sincerely,

Tim Burke

Athletic Director

Newberg High School



