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OSAA Hardship Committee,

This letter of support is being written on behalf of Josie Walls.  Josie has lived in the Yoncalla School District for a number of years.  Throughout elementary and middle school she lived a typical life of a student at Yoncalla.  She worked hard and her attendance was strong.  However, before she entered high school at YHS, her family went through a number of significant changes and her attendance began to suffer.  Along with poor attendance came the grades that usually are associated with this act.  After a year and a half of battling through her attendance issues we began to see major anxiety issues in her willingness to attend YHS.  After several meetings and educational plans, Josie’s mother decided to remove her from YHS and she attended Phoenix Education Center in Roseburg.  This facility is designed to cater to at risk youth in the Douglas County area.  Josie attended there for a year, however, she returned to YHS at the end of her junior year, 2015.  

At this time we sat down and discussed options and Josie’s goals.  Josie wanted to play softball and try to catch up with her school work.  We sat down and devised a plan to get her caught up and moving on towards her goals and dreams.  She wanted to play softball, however, I told her I was unwilling to write a hardship letter for her to play softball for the 2014-15 school year.  She had not completed any work or showed me that she was serious about moving on in her life.  I told her that if she worked hard over the summer and during the school year, I would consider writing a letter to OSAA in regards to her lack of credits at the beginning of her senior year.  She has exceeded my expectations!!  She has worked diligently throughout the summer and this school year with her on-line classes.  She has kept in close contact with me working towards her goal of attending Umpqua Community College next year.  As a result of her hard work, I would like to humbly ask the OSAA to grant Josie Walls academic eligibility for the upcoming softball season.  

At this time, Josie meets 2 out of the 3 OSAA criteria for eligibility in the state of Oregon.  She meets the criteria for age and duration of eligibility.  She does not meet the criteria for credits towards graduation.  At the beginning of the 2015-16 school year, Josie had accumulated 12 credits.  She needed 18.5 to be eligible to play.  She has worked hard towards that goal and currently has 21 credits.  She has a plan in place to complete the 26 that are needed for a Yoncalla High School diploma.  

I have attached her current credits and her goals for completing her high school diploma by June of 2016.  If I can be of any help in looking at this information 

The stipulations for her to participate in extracurricular activities are as follows:

1. Acceptance from the OSAA about eligibility issues.

2. Regular on-line attendance with daily check-ins through the Odysseyware educational program.

3. Monthly check-ins with the principal about progress towards graduation.  

The consequence for any of the above rules being broken is an automatic suspension of all extracurricular activities for the remainder of the 2015-16 school year.

I believe we have given Josie an opportunity to succeed here at Yoncalla High School and the results will be up to her.  She has made significant strides in dealing with her family issues although she still is learning to deal with her anxiety issues.  I believe it would be in Josie’s best interest to participate in sports at YHS for the remainder of the 2015-16 school year.

Thank you for your consideration in this matter.  For further questions regarding Josie Walls, please feel free to call (541) 849-2175

Respectfully,

Brian Berry, Principal

Yoncalla High School

