February 10, 2016

To whom it may concern,

My name is Melinda Walls my daughter Josie Walls is a student at YHS via the online program. I am writing in support of allowing her an exception to the rule to play the 2016 softball season at YHS.

My daughter, from the first grade on has always taken school very seriously. She attended daily, respectfully and completed her work. I appreciated how self driven she was and did not have much worry. 

She was then put under a lot of changes, in just about every aspect of her life at the age of 14. This was outside of her control but affected her attendance at school. She fell ill and started missing days. Then she found it hard to follow when she was there and it spiraled down.
She remained forward directed but fatigue which was part of her illness made it harder and harder for her to get out of bed which became more of a challenge daily. She left her room less and less. I know it was not clear to her how quickly she was falling behind. Softball seems to be the one passion that she could fight through everything for. It got her to inter act with other girls again and got her outside and the physical exercise was so needed physically and mentally. When she asked to do online school I first said no afraid it would only cause her to get worse and retreat more into her self, but I was wrong. She is seeing herself going to college now where a year ago has she was unclear. I have pointed out to her that she has skills when it comes to recruiting and organizing motivating ….. I know she is understanding how far this can really take her. Hearing her talk about college now really makes me proud.

She worked on her online classes all summer. I have seen her stay home and work when friends have tried to get her to skip the day . I can tell you she wants to be on this team with all her heart and I think you would agree if you saw what she has put into this that she’s has earned it. 
Sincerely,

Melinda Walls


