Dec. 11, 2015
Letter regarding Kelvine (Kelly) Kabale

My name is Safina Manze, I coach basketball at Madison high school as the JV coach. At the beginning of the year, a student (Kelly) came to me and talked to me about her life issues, she was concerned that with all the stress and problems at home, she would lose the desire to come to school. Kelly was very happy that she got the opportunity to come to America from Congo as a child to pursue her education. But Kelly said she needed something to keep her motivated.

I talked to Kelly about sports, she was very happy and interested in sports, due to the fact that she knows her parents would not be able to pay for her college. Kelly asked what she had to do in order to play sports and maybe end up with a way to pay for a college through sports. I told Kelly all the rules, having to keep her grades up, getting a physical as well as being a great school role model to all those around her. Kelly got everything done right away. She came to open gym every day, even though she knew that it was not mandatory to come, Kelly did not miss a day. She had never played basketball before, nor had she ever been on a team, as well as have a coach mentor. Being part of the team for open gym, Kelly decided she wanted to play for the season. 

Unfortunately, Kelly's hopes of using sports to go to college or as a motivation to stay in school were destroyed when she found out that she could not play Basketball this season. Kelly cried and asked me if there is any way she could play, "I just feel like I had a second family and support and now it is all gone, what did I ever do wrong?" Kelly was very hard on herself when I told her she was not eligible. She was worried that no matter what she tells her family, they are going to feel like she had to do something wrong to be in this situation since her grades right now reflect that she is eligible to play. 

Due to different ways of how America and Africa do school credits, Kelly's credits showed up short, but her grades show that since she started school in America that she is okay to play, according the school rules. Due to the fact that basketball has given hope to Kelly, as a coach I have seen that Kelly is dedicated to play sports and take it far in life, as well as be the first in her family to lead the road of sports and college. "If given the opportunity to play this season, I will go to summer school, night school, or whatever it takes for me to be eligible." Kelly said.

Furthermore, with what I have seen in Kelly makes me believe that, she deserves a chance to play and show her family she is an independent and strong woman. Is there any way Kelly can get a hardship for this season? It would be hard for Kelly to move on with this since she already feels like she is part of the team. Kelly is willing to do whatever it takes in order to be on the team this season. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Thank you, 
Safina Manze
Madison JV Basketball Coach
