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Oregon School Activities Association
25200 SW Parkway Avenue, Suite 1
Wilsonville, OR 97070

503.682.6722

WWW.05aa.0rg

Form ID Number

20150681

Type of Waiver

Transfer without Change of Joint Residence Hardship Appeal Submitted 12/19/2015
OSAA Rule 8.6 - Send directly to District Athletic Commitiee 2015-16 School Year

Student Eligibility Request Form

413 NE 91st
Portdand, OR 97220
{503) 252-8577

Jason Housley, Athletic Director
jhousley@columbiachristian.com
(503) 753-4158

Ami Vensel, Principal
avensel@columbiachristian.com
(503) 252-8577

Student Information

Levi Mortis DOB: 8/5/1998 Age: 17 years 5 months (as of 1/8/16)

Last Year's Address
Jeff and Diane

Current Address
Jeff and Diane

Parent (Mother/Father)
10035 se clinton st
Portland, OR 97266

(971) 352-1356

Attends: Madison High School
Previous: Dufur High School

Parent (Mother/Father)
78900 wolf run rd
dufur, OR 97021

Grade: 11 Has IEP? No Meeting IEP? N/A

Enrollment Record

SY GR Period

Schoel # Credits Earned # Classes Passed

2015-16 11 ist Semester

9/8/15 to 12/17/15

Madison High School 35 5
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Under penalty of perjury, | do affirm thatno ceach, arent, administrator, teacher, or other representative of the current
cchool initiated contact or offered any Inducements for the purpose of having the student attend the current school for
athletic participation. Further, | authorize release of permanent school records to the Oregon Schaot Activities
Agsociation.

Beth signatures are required,

Parent Signature {or host family) Principal / Superintendent

0
Ersure the Affimmation Statement section has both signatures. Send this printed Student Eligibifity Request Form and any
attached fites to your District Athletic Committee, Do not send this to the OSAA office. Keep a copy for your schoof's
records. Aliow five business days for your recuest to be processed. Once a decision is made, the District Athletic
Committee will natify your schoal,

Send a printed version of this form directly to your District Athletic Committee with any other printed attachments.

hls sechion is to be fi d u by the Disirict Athletic Commitiee. Once a decision has been made, the committes shall
contact the school regarding the cutcome and forward a copy of this completed form and any supplemental materials
to the OSAA office.

ﬁ@i L pih==ley |l l
Chajrperson's Name (print} Date
%%ﬂ/[/kjw [l Approved

/C\Fwa\\'irbe‘r'son‘s Sighature E/D ed
enie

Sendhwest- Chrishans %’)ﬁ.

Chairperson's School & Posttion

Notes:

T arves Lot —

App . S
Appeals of decisions made by the District Athletic Committee are heard by the O5AA Eligibiiity Appeals Board. Appeals
must be requested in writing, or e-mall, and submitted to the OSAA Executive Director,

Any party fling an appeal of a decision made by the District Athletic Committee to the OSAA Eiigibi%ity.Appeals Board
shall be assessed a filing fee of $100 to defray the costs to the Association of assembling the respective appeals bodies

to hear the appeal

# a waiver is denled by the OSAA Eflgibility Appeals Board, an appeai can be made to a Hearings Qfficer under OSAA
Handbook Rule 8, "Hearings Cfficer.” Appeals to the Hearings Officer shall include an appeal fee of $250.

For additional information, please refer to the OSAA Handbook available at www.osaa.orgigovernance/handbooks,
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Kristie Patterson

From: - Peter Weber

Sent; Thursday, January 07, 2016 4:01 PM
To: Kristie Patterson; Amerilyn Rivett
Subject: FW: hardship decision

Here is the DAC decision on the Columbia Christian student.

Peter Weber, OSAA Assistant Executive Director
503.682.6722 x231 | peterw@osaa.org

From: Grant Nelson [mailto:grant_nelson@ncchristianschool.com)
Sent: Thursday, January 07, 2016 3:16 PM

To: Peter Weber <peterw@osaa.org>

Subject: hardship decision

Hi Peter,

In response to your phone call, we did deny a hardship from Columbia Christian at our league
meeting yesterday. | apologize that you didn't receive the correct paperwork from us for that. It was
honestly a very difficult call for us and we had one member vote yes, another vote no and the 3™ took
some time to decide which way to go. Speaking in solidarity, our reasons were:

1) The decision felt pushed upon as we normally have a policy that we send out paperwork a
couple of weeks in advance of a hardship meeting and two of the three of us didn’t know about
the hardship until the meeting.

2) We believed that, although the young man was around some bad stuff going on at Madison
High School that he possibly could have chosen to hang around with a different, more positive
group of young people. We didn't feel he was forced out of the school but rather chose a
different school and to us that made the hardship borderline.

3) We had questions that weren't answered in the materials we were given that raised enough
red flags to tilt the committee to turn down the hardship request.

Let me know if you need more information from me.

Thanks,
Grant

This e-mail, Including attachments (pictures), may include confidential and/or proprietary information, and may be used only by the person or entity to
which it is addressed. If the reader of this e-mail is not the intended recipient or his or her authorized agent, the reader is hereby notified that any
dissemination, distribution, posting or copying of this e-mail and its contents is prohibited. If you have received this e-mail in error, please notify the
sender by replying to this message and delete this a-mail immediately,




Signature. required for official franscripts

| Student Name . )
Morris, Levi S. Portland Public Schools Madison H.S.
. High School Transcript 2735 NE 82nd Ave
Patrm D State ID Grd | Gen Portland, OR.97220
766783 D206728 i1 M
- Date Of Birth Phote Diploma Type
08/05/1898 971-352-1356 Standard Phone Fax
- Graduation Date 503-916-5220
Home Address : .
10025 SE Clinton St Counsslor
Portiand, OR 87266 Marguez, Jerardo
Subject  Course.Title MarkCred Gmp Syublect  Course Titie MarkCred Cmp
L Dithir High BEheot . e el Lo ‘Bufur High Sehoof 0 0 ubject Area gd| Compl
Y 2013 . Moidhy 10 Grade: 0% Yoo 2014 Pl Month: § Grade: 08 L A-Language Aris apon| 2000 2.000
EL Intro to’ Agriculture B 0280 LA Language Aris 9 Cc 0280 Ma-Maithemafics 3.000| 2.000 1.000;
EL Freshman Seminaf B 0.280 MA Algabra i B 0250 56-Felence 30000 2.000 1.000
El Math Suppost 9 P 0250 PE Physical Ed A 0250 GS-Mod Word Hisl/Ser Studies 000 1.000
LA Language Aris 9 C 0250 sC Physical Sclence ¢ 0250 US-US Histary/Soc Studias 1,000 0000 1.000]
MA Algetiia 1 ¢ 0250 Cred Cmp: 1.750 GPA; 3.000 E£C-Economics/Soc Studies 0.500|  0.000 0.500
pE Physical Ed A 0280 777 % pafur High®School T T GV-Govemment!Scc Studies o500l 0o00f 0500
3G Physical Sclence ¢ 0250 Y 2045 Mornith: Cirade; 10 ‘| PE-Physical Ed 1.000{ 1.600
I Cred Crmo: 1.750__ . EL Mah Supp'm.'l 5 0.500 HE-Health 1.000; 1,000 )
ST BifuiHigh SehosE” P = &8s lobal Studies o 0500 A CTEMAreMorld Lang Y58 f000| @ooal 1000
Y nodd month: 1 . ¢ Grade: 08 HE Heallhi 5 0500 Wi-World Language 2000  0.000 2,000
EL Freshman Serinar B 0.250 LA Lang Ans 10 D 0500 EtEieatlve. g.000| 50001 1000
EL Intro o Agricultura B 0250 MA Georitetry D 0500 TOTALS 24,000 14000 10.000
EL Math Suppoit 9 P ©0.250 EL Physical Ed A 0500 aialine Requiens 5 :
LA Language Asts 9 ¢ 0250 SC Biciogy D 0500 Test Name: L
MA Algebra 1 C 0.280 . fred Gmo:3.500 GPA; 2,000 [Egsential Skills Readin
s i A i o win Dyfuntighchool L L. — — JFssential Skills Wiling Not Taken
' N et = Yr: 2015 Monih: 6~ - Gradet, 10 Deocential Skills Metn ot Taken
_Cred Cmp: 1750 GPA 21867 EL Math Support P 0.800 It .
ST D’iifun_H_y@ijg;_hoﬁ]*- T Py Giobal Studiss C b0 Personalized Learning Not Taken
T 2044 Monih: s - Grade: 08 HE Heath C 0500
EL Math Support P 4250 LA Lang Ans 10 o 0500
EL Intro to Agriculiure c 0250 MA Geometry o 0500
£l Freshman Seminar A 0250 EL Physical Ed A 0500
LA Lenguage Arts 9 G 0250 sC Biology 0 0500
Ma Algebra 1 5 0250 Gred Gimp: 3.500 GPA: 1.833
PE Fhysical Ed A 0250 )
3C Physical Sclence C 0.250
Cred Cmp; 1.750 GPA; 2,833
- B Bifur High Schogel . - 255 0L
Y 2044 Mopthi & ° Grader: 08~
EL Intro o Agricutiure B 0250
EL Frashman Semiial A 0.250
EL Math Support 9 P 0350
Continued on next column..,
R = Gourse Repeated, No Gredif * = (nurse has been Modified
GPA SUMMARY Course Legend:P oA Weighisd
: AP = Advanced Placement-GPA Weighte
Unwaighted GPA Welghted BPA |B = infernational Baccalaureate-GPA Weighted
Cumulative #3564  Cumulative Wat 2,364
Marks Legend:.
|-= Incomplete
P = Passing
NP = Mot Passing
NG = Not Graded
WF = Withdrawn with Failing Mark
Eg:;;_ﬁ;gaﬁ E:xx(;;l‘iid GPA WN = Withdrawn w'ith Mot Eassing Marl-
WP = Withdrawn with Passing Mark
: WX = Withdrawn with No Penalty
Class Rank Graduation Date
184 out of 242
Class of 2017
12/16/2015
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0SAAand League Officials, December 18, 2015

As parents of Levi Morris, we are writing on his behalf, requesting a hardship be granted that
would allow him to compete in basketball {and any other sport) for the 2015-2016 school year.

Levi is adopted. His birth mom turned 16 the day before he was born, his birth dad was 17. He
is African-American, from Miami. We have had a bit of contact with both birth parents, and Levi
went with us to meet them in August of 2014, We believe-he had- virtually his whole life-
imagined this would turn out in some wonderful way, somehow thinking there was this perfect
Florida family waiting for us to give hirn back. The reality was they had both moved on, both
married someone else and had families- had kids they had kept, kids they had not put up for
adoption. And we came back to Oregon. Diane and | had known this, had prepped Levi for it,
but his imagination kept him from believing us. Anyway, that is what we think might have gone
on inside him.

Adopted kids normally have Reactive Attachment Disorder, which Levi was diaghosed with
several years ago. We have worked to help Levi understand he is loved by us, and loved by God.
He has struggled to feel accepted and loved, more readily feeling rejected and judged. Being
the only black youth in the all white rural community of Dufur only made it easier to feel
different. White he had friends in Dufur, he always wondered how real the friendship was, too.
often sensing that when any racial Issues came up he was somehow victimized.

We had long felt we should find a way to put him around other African-Americans, but had
never done anything significant about this. This past June we moved to Portland for this
purpose, had him participate in a full month of Urban League {a program in North Portland for
black youth, designed to help these youth get started on g promising career path), and enroiled
him in Madison High School, well known for Its racial diversity. He did meet many black youth,
made friends with sarne, and learned how to soclalize with those of his race. However, he also
found he was ih an environment he was not prepared for, one he struggled with mightily. At
Madison he was regularly approached with some drug request, pressured to use marijuana or
other drugs. It seemed to him just about everyone there used. He smelled it in the restrooms,
on other students, thought kids were high all around him.

The small and, to him, oppressive, atmosphere in Dufur was at least safe, but at Madison he did
not feel safe. We think he felt he had to be watching out all the time, that no one had his back,
especially after he realized that players on the Madison basketball team were not really in his
corner. He thought they would become his friends, but instead, from them he felt disrespect,
intimidation, and though he would never use this word, maybe even bullied. He had played
with them during summer league and fall bali; but then quit basketball soon after tryouts began
in November. Watching how he behaved around them, we believe he never felt he could be
Levi around them, choosing to mostly be invisible. We don’t have this sorted out properly, but
just know that he was not ready for all that being in a large city school meant.




Along the way we had him see a therapist to help with this adjustment. One observation of this
counselor was that Levi needed basketball opportunities, as that was the one thing he loved
and felt good about. We fully agree with this assessment, and grieved when we saw basketball
at Madison was not to be. Levi had earlier told us of his fears and struggles at Madison, and had
asked to be able to go to a smaller school. We had begun to look at this. Columbia Christian is
close to where we live, and virtually across the street from Multnomah University, where his
alder brother attends. Diane and | met with the principal and family life director, and liked what
we saw. We had Levi do a visit, and he liked it as well, feeling accepted and safe. We made the
decision to move him as soon as possible, withdrawing him from Madison December 17% and
enrolling him at Columbia Christian Academy December 18", We are asking that he be granted
permission to participate in sports there immediately.

Thank you so much,

leff and Diane Morris




Dear OSAA and League Officials,

My name is Levi Morris, and | have just transferred to Columba Christian from Madison high school. m
writing this letter in hope of being granted eligibility to play basketball this year, At three months [ was
adopted from Miami, Florida to Dufur, Oregon. | am African American and my adoptive parents are
white. | grew up in an essentially all- white town. | often felt different and Hated on by a lot of people. In
June, we moved to Portland in hope of finding a school with more diversity, We did find diversity which
was great, but | guess | was not prepared for going from a small rural schoel (Dufur High School) ta a
large city school.

In Dufur, even though I felt like | was separated from kids, | didn’t feel physically threatened. At Madison
High. School, | have never felt more physically and emotionally threatened in my life. { felt tike if | had
stayed at Madison | would have probably gotten in to some type of drug use because drugs are a normal
thing that students do there. Almost daily | was asked either if | had any pills or weed, or if { wanted to
smoke any weed. Sometimes they didn’t take no for an answer and just kept asking me. My hope was to
play on the basketball team at Madison. | was trying out for the team and hiad played with the players
during summer and fall. The school environment wasn't really a good environment in general. While |
was at Madison high school a student managed to set the boys bathroom on fire four times forcing all
1000 students to evacuate the school. One of those incidents included a written threat, using the term
"ISIS”, On another occasion a threat was received of someone coming to the school on a particular day
to shoot it up with guns.

| love the game of basketball but constantly having teammates harp on me on the court and give me
dirty looks off the court would make me feel lonely and sad. | would try to be the nicest type of person
to them but nothing would seem to get them to appreciate ot respect me, Not really having a
connection with the players made me not even want to play. Not feeling safe in the school made me
worried about golng there.

in Dufur, beling the only black kid in school, basketball was my piace to belong, to be of some
importance. Maybe thatis benta bit, but it was the one place { could feel a valuable part of something. i
had hoped for the same at Madison.

From my first experience in a visit at Columbia Christian | felt able to relax, not have my guard up ali the
time. | am-excited about this new chance at a smaller, safer, kinder schoal. I hope you allow me to
participate in basketball.

Tharks, Levi Morris




Oregon School Activities Assaciation
25200 SW Parkway Avenue, Suite 1, Wilsonville, OR 97070

503,682,6722 FAX 503.682.0960 _ http://www.0533.07g
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Student Intent to Transfe_r Certificate

NOTE: This form, or its substantial eguivalent, must be completed and a copy maintained at the réceiving school '
for inspection at the request of the 0SAA prior to the student’s affiliation with the school to which the student is
transferring. Seefiule 8.6.5, "Transfers to _q'Sc_béo! _wit_h’Ajj‘?hfan‘pn'-' outlined on the back of this document.

Nameofstudent Lay) Samae] MoRRtS BithDate 0%/ 0S /199%F
Month/ Day/ Year

Name of Parents and Address of Joint Residence Jebv £ am nt Mol
j003S SE. ClwiToem ST
Dotan) [ 0R _912EE
School Currently Attending _/V/ Ades v 4 8 A Seliws ( City @@TLWUO _

Schoolto Which Transferring Cb/ [ mée&.. C_A_f’i § 7 & et City ) Qz’ 2le a/lQ/
Intended Transfer Date < Q——/ 134 / ! f

CERTIFICATION BY PARENT AND STUDENT
Under penalty of perjury, | affirm that no coach, patent, administrator, teacher.or other representative of the current school
initiated contact or offered any inducements for the purpose of having the student attend the current school for athletic
participation, | also affirm that there has been na prior affilfation with the schoo! to which the said student is transferring.

)77)&-.»—-" / 9’/ / 7/ /5

A i Dat,

Student Signature W M N 7 1 }";/7 f’g/ ‘ b

te

| affirm that | am aware of the above, ntenifo pansfer and the specifics of that transfer stated above.
e i . "m{ g -
Signature . . . lcl / (9 ) Sf—“
/ Administrator Date

CERTIFICATION BY ADMINISTRATOR OF SCROOL TO WHICH TRANSFERRING
| affirrh that | am aware of the abo student’s intent to transfer and the specifics of that transfer stated above, | also affirm
that there has been.no affiliation, gsktated in OSAA Rule 8.6.5, grior to the signing of this certificate by all parties-above,

\-18-15

) L
- VAa'm,’nﬂtmzbr ¥ pate

Signature 7

Oregon $chool Activities Association -126- 2015-2016 Handbook
Forms — Student Intent to Transfer Certificote 07/15




