

Burns High School 


December 3, 2015
Tom Welter										            Executive Director, OSAA

Dear Mr. Welter,
I am writing this letter on behalf of Arreque Stewart-Graf.   I previously asked for a hardship for Arreque last year and I believe that granting him one this year would be of continued benefit.  When we got Arreque he was credit deficient and my hardship request at that time, which I am grateful that you approved, included a plan to get him back on track by his senior year.  He is still following that plan and will be on track to graduate his senior year.
Arreque was allowed to play basketball last year and the experience was transformative.  His attendance was much better, he attended his classes, and his grades improved.  Unfortunately, he struggled in math and he dropped below passing in his 2nd trimester math class.  We pulled him from basketball for the F and the impact of that was evident as he began to struggle again and he ended up failing two classes.  Our athletic director pushed him to rise to the challenge and pass all of his classes 3rd trimester, which he did.  He strived to prove that he could succeed as he worked hard to complete an additional 1.25 credits by the end of this August.  However, he is currently ineligible because he is still credit deficient entering his junior year.  Arreque has completed 9.45 credits by fall trimester. Arreque’s determination to catch up is evident as he earned 3 credits this fall even with another F in math.  He was taking two additional online classes on top of his full schedule in order to graduate on time.  We have arranged for him to meet with a math teacher every day for help because he is still struggling to earn that credit.
To ensure that Arreque toes the line and to provide complete support our athletic director has created a contract between her and Arreque.  The contract states that Arreque must pass all of his classes with all assignments turned in.  He must come in an additional 2 hours per week for study hall with the A.D. and he cannot have any unexcused absences or tardies for the season.  He has agreed to these requirements.
I firmly believe that Arreque needs the camaraderie and social support that he gets from being on a team.  Based on his enthusiasm for the sport and his newfound level of responsibility trying to stay eligible, I think allowing him to play this season would be beneficial to his academic career.
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Brandon Yant, Principal 										     Burns High School
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