JEFFERSON HIGH SCHOOL
ATHLETIC PROGRAM


November 30, 2015

TO:		Tom Welter, Executive Director - OSAA

FROM:	Dan Fritz, Athletic Director Jefferson High School

RE:		Eligibility Appeal for Sulieman Ibrahim	

This letter is in support of Sulieman Ibrahim, a student at Jefferson High School.  I would like to encourage a review of Sulieman’s academic record in consideration for an appeal of eligibility & progress toward graduation deficiency (Rule 8.1.2).  It is my hope that you will consider allowing Sulieman to participate in boys basketball at Jefferson High School for the 2015-16 Season.  

As a result of life circumstances Sulieman’s progress toward graduation was impacted by a recent relocation of his family.  This incident was completely out of Sulieman and his family’s control.  Currently, Sulieman is a senior attending Jefferson High School and is in good standing.  He is actively pursuing both a partial class load and on-line course work to regain deficient credits with the expectation of graduating on time at the end of this academic year. 

On the surface, this young man’s academic record appears less than exemplary.  Yet, when exploring the background, it is evident that he is accomplishing a great deal with a limited support system.  Sulieman and his family are refugees from Somalia via Kenya, He speaks limited English, with parents that neither read nor write in any language and speak only Somalian.  Entering Jefferson as a senior, Sulieman had 13.9 credits toward a 24 credit graduation requirement.  He is short of the required 17.0 required for participation as a result of being forced to transfer from David Douglas High School in mid-May.  His family lost their government subsidized housing in Portland and had to move to the Salem / Jefferson area to qualify for new housing options. Had he remained at David Douglas for the full academic year, he would have earned the necessary additional 4 credits (based on transfer grades).  Unfortunately, David Douglas academic policy does not give partial credit for courses not fully completed.  Since he transferred into Jefferson so late in the school year, we were unable to accommodate a course load to replace the credits lost.

This current school year, Sulieman is enrolled in a combination of on-line and in class course work that will earn him 7 credits for this first semester.  He will take additional on-line courses to make up the deficiency in credits as he continues the in class course work for the remainder of the school year.   Our academic counsellor is also reviewing his transcript to insure course load meets the necessary state graduation requirements.  He is behind in required course work, as a result of an overflow of elective credits due to his ELD status.

A second issue for Sulieman’s eligibility was his birth date record.  For some reason, I have not been able to determine, David Douglas showed his birth date as 12/20/1995.  This would make his age beyond the OSAA guidelines.  However, a birth certificate (from the government of Kenya) that was provided by his family shows his date of birth 5/2/1998.  This would indicate a correct age of 17 for Sulieman.

I would like to stress that Sulieman is eagerly and constructively working toward his own success and graduation, even without the promise to play basketball.  Given the language barrier, the confusion with age restrictions and the credits lost through no control of his own, I firmly believe that circumstances both beyond the student’s and his parents control resulted in academic deficiency and that an OSAA waiver is warranted.  I thank you for your consideration of this matter.  If there is need for further clarification of these circumstances, please contact me.

Thank you for your support



Dan Fritz
Athletic Director
Jefferson Lions
541-327-3337 ext 1249
Dan.fritz@jefferson.k12.or.us


Appeal File Attachments:

	David Douglas Transcript
	David Douglas Transfer Grades (credits not included on Transcript)
	Jefferson High School Current Transcript
	Grade Report – Online Courses
	Progress Report – Current Semester
	Copy of Kenya Birth Certificate
	Letter of Explanation – Parents (Note: written on behalf of parents by Sulieman’s sister)
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