ELMIRA HIGH SCHOOL                                                
           Fern Ridge School District 28J
24936 Fir Grove Lane Elmira, Oregon 97437
Phone (541) 935-8200 FAX (541) 935-8205

Gary E. Carpenter, Jr., Principal        Brian Brands, Asst. Principal/AD	Sarah Schilling, Dean of Students

To the Hardship Committee:

     The intent of this letter is to support a Sky-Em League Hardship request on behalf of Nathaniel LeCoe.
Nate is currently a sophomore at Elmira High School.  He began his high school career last year at nearby Crow High School.  He transferred to Elmira last April after, according to him and his father, he was being racially harassed by Crow students. Nate and father moved into the Elmira district at this time. Nate finished the school year at Elmira High School.

      Shortly after the school year ended dad got a job in Alaska.  Nate hated living in Alaska and did not want to go to school in Alaska.  Shortly before the school year started Nate moved back to Elmira and moved in with grandpa and grandma.  Dad stayed in Alaska.  According to Nate he has no relationship with his mom and does not even know where she lives.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]       The living arrangement with grandpa and grandma did not work out.  According to Nate there are several other grandchildren living in the house and there is limited space in the home.  Nate said he has a better relationship with his Aunt and recently moved in with her.  Aunt lives near North Eugene High School.  Nate continues to go to Elmira High School and at no point since coming to EHS as a freshman has he attended another school.  

        Nate has had a rocky home life, attended several different schools before starting high school, and has lacked a stable environment.  He will continue as a student at Elmira High School and the structure and support that basketball will provide him will be very beneficial to him.  I am hoping that the hardship committee grants Nate the opportunity to play basketball for Elmira High School.

Respectfully submitted,

Brian Brands
Elmira High School
Athletic Director
24936 Fir Grove Ln., Elmira, Oregon 97437 / (541) 935-8200
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