To whom it may concern:

My name is Kari Hampton and I am the ICES, International Cultural Exchange Services and Local Coordinator for Ariane Mabano, an exchange student from Rwanda attending Damascus Christian High School.

I am writing in regards to Ariane's Direct Placement with the Kendall family.

Last spring I received a call from Zachary Davidson, current Principle of Damascus Christian School regarding the process of obtaining a student Visa for a student he had met while on a Mission trip to Africa. He stated Ariane was a gifted student and wanted to attend High School in the US. 

Together, Damascus Christian, ICES, and Ariane's representative in Rwanda, worked to obtain the proper documents and Visa to allow Ariane to attend Damascus Christian School. Once her application process was complete she was paired with the Kyle and Amy Kendall of Damascus Oregon. She was placed with the Kendall family because they have children who also attend Damascus Christian School and they offered to host Ariane. They did not meet Ariane in person until she arrived in Portland.

Ariane was placed with the Kendall family because of their connection to Damascus Christian School. There was never any mention of Ariane's athletic ability or desire to participate in sports while on program. In addition, there was never any contact or communication with the athletic personnel at the high school. Ariane desires to play basketball with her school team. I am hoping she has the opportunity to participate in sports with her high school peers while on exchange. 

Please let me know if there is anything else you require from our agency concerning her sport's eligibility.

Thank you,

Kari Hampton

