[bookmark: _GoBack]I had the privilege of visiting the country of Rwanda in the summer of 2014.  While this country suffered one of the greatest tragedies twenty years ago during a brutal genocide the country has been able to recover and prosper as a result of forgiveness and reconciliation.  While I was there I had the pleasure of working in several schools operated by a non-profit, which seeks to educate the most impoverished children of this country.  John Africa, one of the schools administrators and I struck up a friendship and when I inquired how I might support his work he expressed a desire to see more of his students achieve entrance into America universities by completing their last few years of high school in America.  As a result of this conversation we were able to facilitate admittance for one students.  Many organizations and people waived fees, called in favors and worked effortlessly to enable this student to attend our school.  We feel this opportunity enables us to determine if we can further aid the rebuilding efforts of this country by partnering with these schools and help attend a school like Damascus Christian School.
As a result Ariane Mabano is attending our school this year and we are working with the Department of Homeland Security to enable her to not only complete her junior year of schooling here, but also her senior year.    Furthermore, we know this will open up opportunities for Ariane while she attends our school.  As she seeks to immerse herself in our school culture she has expressed interest in playing sports.  While she has never played basketball we would like to pursue this interest of hers to provide her the same opportunity all of our other students have in the context of extracurricular activities.   Therefore, we are requesting that the OSAA allow Ariane the opportunity to participate in sports.  I have been at her school and have witnessed 500 students sharing just one ball during break time and after school, so this opportunity to participate in an organized sports would be amazing for her.  
Zach Davidson
Administrator, Damascus Christian School

