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Hello,
I am writing today on behalf of Arissa Robinson, a young woman whom I’ve worked with for the past 15 months. Arissa has a bright spirit and a true athletic talent. She has also experienced considerable hardship in her young life. Arissa is in the custody of DHS and in the school year of 2014—2015, she was virtually homeless, staying at friends and relatives’ homes and never able to establish a solid base or a daily routine. Arissa still attended school and tried her best but this level of chaos made it extremely hard for her to succeed. At one point her attendance had dropped to around 38%, while today it is close to 95%. This year, Arissa has the support of a concerned and affectionate foster mother and we can see the effect of this change in her academic grades. Currently, she is passing 7 out of   8 classes, and has earned an “A” in English. Arissa is working very hard to succeed at Franklin and has been open to my support and mentoring. I would like to see her extraordinary progress recognized—by allowing her to play on our basketball team. She should not be excluded because of last year’s grades when the circumstances of her life were so difficult and largely out of her control. Today, we can see who Arissa is when she receives the normal support that any teen needs. Please judge her by her current performance and allow her to play on the basketball team. This decision in her favor would offer her much-needed encouragement to continue in this upward direction!
If I can be of help in any way, please feel free to call me.
Thank you,

Deborah Dombrowski, Ed.S
School Psycholgist
Franklin High School
503-916-5140, ext. 81017
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