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November 19, 2015

Scott Santangelo

Athletic Director

Franklin High School

Dear Scott,

I am writing this letter in support of Arissa Robinson, who is a sophomore at Franklin High School.  I first met Arissa over a year ago while I was the Principal’s Secretary at Franklin. Arissa was having a tough year and we became well acquainted. I have become very close to her, to the point that she spends every Saturday from 9 am -9 pm and every Wednesday evening at my home.

Arissa, who is a ward of the state, was homeless for most of last year. She stayed on and off with different friends. She has been in foster care most of her life and has every reason to be bitter and non-trusting, yet she is filled with hope and talks positively about her future. Arissa struggled with attendance and her class work last year among other challenging trials. These factors deeply impacted her ability to attend school regularly and maintain decent grades.

This year, Arissa is attending school very regularly and working hard on her grades –they have improved dramatically even though she still has many obstacles to maneuver. Participating in basketball has been an amazing motivator for her. The difference in her from last year is very encouraging. She has been going to every practice and working hard. When she learned that she wouldn’t be able to participate because of her grades from last year, it was heart breaking to watch her be so upset. I am so proud of Arissa for not giving up and for not falling back on old, destructive habits in light of this.

I hope that my words have been compelling. Arissa’s story is not easily told in four paragraphs on a page. I can tell you that it would be another setback in this young girl’s life is she were not able to play basketball this year. It has motivated her to make good, healthy choices and it is something she can feel good about. She has a lot of support this year from her foster mom, me and caring teachers and counseling support at Franklin.

Please do the right thing and allow her to play.

With all sincerity,

Michele Lageson
Michele Lageson

Administrative Assistant


