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To whom it may concern:

I am writing in support for Leonel Zaragoza to be granted a hardship to wrestle with the Southridge team this year. Leo is an ELL (English Language Learner) student who has struggled in school due to an instable home life as well as significant learning challenges. Spanish is his first language, so naturally it takes him more time to process information in English. In addition, I suspect that he has a learning disability and he is currently being tested for special education services. I actually imitated this referral when he was here his 9th grade year, but the team did not move forward to evaluate because there was no evidence that he attended middle school. Leo claims he attended middle school regularly in Mexico, but it is suspected that regular attendance and schooling was supported by his grandparents, his “guardians” in Mexico. Coming back to the US in 9th grade faced with challenging classes and having a suspected learning disability caused great anxiety in Leo and he found it difficult to stay focused and on track with his school work and therefore he found little success. His sophomore year he bounced around from various guardians, and schools and his father ended up in prison. This instability and turmoil posed further challenges for Leo to be successful academically. However, now I am encouraged. I see a new found commitment and dedication to his education in Leo. His attendance has improved dramatically and I am excited to see that he is interested in being a part of the wrestling team. I think that the discipline and skills he learns from wrestling will not only bolster his self-esteem, but help him to become more focused academically. I implore you to grant Leonel Zaragoza this hardship for wrestling.

Sincerely,

Tresci L. Sork, Southridge Counselor
503-259-5412, tresci_sork@beaverton.k12.or.us
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