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To Whom It May Concern:

I am writing to you in support of Said Ali. Said is currently a junior at Westview High School. Said was born in Kenya and moved to the united states with his family at the age of 5 with his parents.  They speak their native language Maay Maay and are non English speakers while Said is fluent in English. Said was referred to special education for evaluation in the spring of his 9th grade year which was conducted and reviewed in the fall of his 10th grade year. Said was administered both cognitive and behavioral assessments. Said scored below the 9th percentile in working memory, Processing Speed and Full scale IQ however was found ineligible for special education, as there were not specific areas of strengths and weaknesses.  An ADHD-IV Rating scale was also conducted in which Said scored in the 90th percentile giving evidence to a suspected disability of ADHD and giving explanation to the low processing speed and working memory which would also then effect his IQ score.  Said’s parents were asked to seek a medical evaluation for ADHD. At the time Said’s parents did not wish to have this evaluation and revoked their consent for evaluation, which I believe was influenced by their culture background.  Said had continued difficulty his 10th grade year and did not receive any specialized supports. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]With the assistance of an interpreter I had several conversations with Said’s father this fall explaining the challenges that Said continues to have. After explanation of the issues and potential supports that could be given to Said, his father agreed to have him evaluated for ADHD. Currently Said has been seen for an initial evaluation and school staff and parents have completed ADHD rating scales. We are awaiting confirmation of a diagnosis of ADHD from his medical doctor which I am confident will be forthcoming. Once that is received we are standing ready to conduct a special education eligibility meeting to determine eligibility under Other Health Impaired. I feel confident that Said will be found eligible based on the information we have already obtained. 
Said has shown signs of struggle since his freshman year.  The complexity of evaluation and the language and cultural differences of his family have made it difficult to get him the support that he needs in order to be successful in school. I believe that once the eligibility process is completed and supports of special education are in place Said will be able to find success in the classroom. 

If you have any further questions please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Sincerely, 



Patrick Baker 
School Counselor 
503-259-5391
patrick_baker@beaverton.k12.or.us
4200 NW 185th Avenue Portland, OR 97229
503-259-5218 Fax 503-259-5230
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