                                                                                                                     12/1/2015
Dear OSAA:

I am writing this letter in support of Kalib Graham.  Kalib moved to Lebanon during the summer of 2014 to live with his dad Jess Boysen; in order to remove himself from an unhealthy situation with his mom in Eugene.  Kalib came to us with only 2.25 credits after his freshman year at Churchill High School and has worked hard since coming to Lebanon to get himself back on track to graduate.  Last year the OSAA granted Kalib a hardship to participate based on his situation and the plan put in place to graduate.  Kalib has passed all course work at Lebanon, including a summer class, which means he passed 7.5 credits last school year.  This gives him 9.75 total credits, .25 credits shy of the required amount to be consider on track to Graduate by the OSAA’s new credit standards.
Kalib’s current progress note demonstrates that Kalib is still struggling with math.  We placed him on a math plan based on getting him on track to graduate, not based on his skill level.  Algebra 1 was a struggle last year but he worked his way through and passed.  Geometry is proving to also be difficult, but he has the same math teacher who is working hard with him to build the skills necessary to pass.  In our math classes the tests are 90% of their grade; so even though he is doing his daily work his poor test scores are bringing his grade down, while he and his teacher work through the test correction process.
We knew when Kalib came to us that this is a long term project.  He had very few study skills and huge holes in his academic skills based on lack of attendance for several years prior to moving to Lebanon.  He has done everything we have asked and will continue to do so.  There are going to be classes where he struggles because he is learning how to be successful academically, having him in athletics also helps keep him engaged and motivated to stay on track.  I know that currently his Geometry and US History grades are not where we want them, but these are both classes with a lot of rigor and courses we know will be difficult for him.  We are supporting him every way possible and believe he will pass both classes.
We appreciate your time in this matter and look forward to hearing from you soon.

Thank You, 
Kraig Hoene

Athletic Director
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