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       Oakland High School


  Dear OSAA;
I am writing this letter in support of Karl Fishbaugher being given his eligibility for winter and spring sports, despite not being on track to graduate, as defined by OSAA policy.  Despite Karl wanting to play a Fall sport, we waited on this hardship request for him to complete a few more credit recovery classes and get closer to not only the minimum requirements, but also closer to reaching our goal of graduating this spring.  

Karl has had a rough go of it in high school.  Some of it has been due to his own poor choices, but a lot has been due to a serious lack of parental involvement in his life.  Karl is the youngest of 7 children, 3 of which have graduated from high school and 3 of which have not.  His parents divorced when he was young and his mother began an online relationship with an incarcerated man, who she later married.  Karl began his freshman year in Oakland, living with his father.  He struggled at the start, failing four classes his first semester.  We tried various intervention methods, some of which worked, helping him pass all classes second semester.  He then moved to Stayton to live with his mother in July of 2013.  He enrolled at Stayton high school where he attended for less than 9 weeks.  His mother worked nights and slept during the day, so he chose to not attend and she chose to ignore this behavior.  Her spare time was spent visiting her husband in prison, so Karl was basically on his own.  He moved back to Oakland and his dad in May of 2014.  After two months of living with dad and step mom, they kicked him out.  He couch surfed for a month and then was taken in by Goldie Siebenthaler, a parent in the district who has five kids of her own.  Since then his life has steadied out immensely.  His attitude and behavior which have never been awful, showed improvement, and most importantly, he began attending regularly.  He passed all classes his junior year and began working on credit recovery classes.  

Karl came to me last spring and asked about sports his senior year.  He has done all I have asked of him and we have him on a plan to have him graduate with his class in June. He passed all three Smarter Balance Tests, so all he needs is to get his credits.  We have him enrolled in six classes, in which he has A’s and B’s and is doing one period of credit recovery.  He is also working on the weekends and after school on the credit recovery.  He has already finished 3 ½ credits and still has 3 ½ to go.  He is enrolled in Earth Science first semester and when completed will move to second semester.  He then needs ½ credit of English, and the other two credits are electives.  I strongly believe he will graduate, and I think the privilege of being able to play sports will help facilitate this, as well as reward him for his hard work.  Thank you for your consideration in this matter.
Sincerely,

Jeff Clark

Oakland High School Principal/AD
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Our young people practice respect, learn responsibility, and exhibit pride in their school and community.








