
Hello Matt,

Thank you for your time today on the phone regarding Francesco Dadone.

To summarize our conversation: Francesco and his host family were recruited, vetted, selected to participate and matched randomly (not "directly") and separately from each other. Neither the host family nor Francesco had any knowledge of each other's existence prior to our matching. Our partner organization in Italy, ERGON, selected him for participation, while NWSE selected and vetted his US host family and communicated with the school registration personnel as per SOP. There was no contact between Francesco and his host family prior to our vetting and random matching according to our SOPs, CSIET and Department of State guidelines and regulations. There was no contact with any athletic personnel/coaches, etc.

If you should need any further information, please do not hesitate to contact me directly at 206 683 3100 or at the office number below.

With best regards,

Jeff Laband


Executive Director
NorthWest Student Exchange
4530 Union Bay Pl NE, Ste 214
Seattle, WA 98105
Phone 206.527.0917
www.nwse.com
SKYPE: jlaband

Since 1987 NWSE promotes affordable international exchange and cultural programs.


We applied for an exchange student from Italy, as we have visited Italy twice and loved its scenery and people.    Our grandson requested Italy, as he will get to visit there as a thank you for hosting Francesco.  Initially, we were interviewed and told we could have a girl, no boys available.  We said that we’d wait until next year to take a young man.
Within a week, things had changed and Francesco was anxiously awaiting placement in a second host home, when the first family he was assigned to had medical issues to deal with and had withdrawn their offer to host.  We were called and told that a young man had become available and would we consider hosting this year.  We were delighted and of course said, “Yes.”
 
There was no talk of athletics or other reasons to take Francesco, other than he’d have to stay in Italy if we hadn’t agreed to take him.  Not sure what all of this is about, but thought you might need further explanation of how we got into the exchange program, and that we live in the Sheldon High School District, so that is the only reason Francesco goes to Sheldon, along with our grandson.    We signed a form with Blythe when we registered Francesco for soccer, saying that we did not enlist him to play soccer at Sheldon.   We thought this would be sufficient to satisfy school policy.
 
 
Sincerely,
Lynn and Dan Myers
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