To whom it may concern,
 
This letter is regarding Roosevelt High School sophomore Tanner Crews. Tanner is a student with special Education eligibility for a Hearing Impairment. As the school Speech Language Pathologist I am Tanner’s Special Education case manager. Tanner has a significant hearing loss in the mid-to-high frequency range. This means that many of the sounds of speech will be lost or confused to Tanner. This is a permanent sensorineural hearing loss. Tanner wore hearing aids in middle school, but due to financial and other reasons he has not had access to hearing aids in high school yet. He is currently in the process of getting hearing aids again through a regional agency.
A mid-to-high frequency hearing loss has far-reaching educational impacts. It can create challenges with comprehension, self-awareness, and advocacy; as well as having social and emotional ramifications. Audiology reports indicate that Tanner has been missing approximately 30% of information communicated through speech during his education. Tanner had a challenging 9th grade year, in which he demonstrated behaviors such as inattention and withdrawal that are typical for a student with untreated hearing loss. As his hearing loss was not identified for Special Education eligibility until the end of his 9th grade year, his grades last year reflect the misunderstanding, stress, and isolation experienced by a student with an unidentified disability.
Despite the significant challenges of his freshman year, Tanner is off to a stunning start for tenth grade. He is accessing Special Education supports (including a Learning Center class and specialized service from the district Hearing Specialist). His attendance is excellent this year, he has made connections with all of his teachers, and is currently passing all of his classes. Tanner will soon have hearing aids and his school team has every reason to believe his incredible success this year will continue apace. We fully expect Tanner to graduate with his class in June of 2018 on a Standard Diploma.
 
Thank you for taking the time to consider the unique circumstances of this young scholar and athlete.
 
 
Lucy J. Hinds, MS, CCC-SLP
Speech Language Pathologist
Roosevelt High School
6941 N. Central St., Portland, OR 97203
E-mail: lhinds@pps.net
Phone: (503) 916-5260 ext. 71489
Fax: (503) 916-2704
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