September 16, 2015
ATTN: OSAA Hardship Committee

RE: Ernesto Mendoza
I have submitted letters from Ernesto and his parents, Christopher and Alma, regarding Ernesto’s situation leading to this request for eligibility. In getting to know Ernesto, he is learning to apply himself and work toward a high school diploma. English is the second language for Ernesto and his family. His parents have worked hard in supporting their son, in hopes he finishes school. He has taken the steps in making that a reality.
Ernesto, who is a junior, has endured a few family moves, the last one taking place in October of his freshman year. He transferred from Aloha and struggled for much of the year and then found himself behind in credits. During his sophomore year, we did not apply for a hardship, and worked to get him to take care of school. He applied himself and was successful as a student. He passed all of his classes. He was determined to make up credits by attending summer school and by taking online courses.  Ernesto did complete the needed courses to get on track, but finished the last .50 credit after the current school year started. Our start date of August 31 added to his challenge.  He completed his course on September 10. He is now at 10.00 credits. We would like to keep the momentum he has established for himself, and motivate Ernesto by getting him involved in a fall sport. He has not played a sport here at WHS, and his connection to one of our programs has energized him even more.
Similar to a student we requested eligibility for earlier, he is on his third academic counselor in three years, including the academic counselor who left in June for a job in San Diego. He was to oversee Ernesto’s progress. There were a few glitches in the school’s technology for online courses, as we went through a period of transition, which delayed Ernesto’s efforts. He was giving his best effort in completing the necessary credits.
This summer, we have seen tremendous growth in Ernesto’s understanding the need to focus on his education. We are formalizing a year-long plan, to ensure that Ernesto continues to strengthen his academic skills, pass each class, and achieve the two credits he lacks to graduate from Wilsonville. The goal is to have Ernesto credit-whole by August 2016.
I am requesting that the OSAA Hardship Committee grant eligibility for Ernesto.
Thank you in advance for your consideration.  Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

Dennis Burke

Assistant Principal/Athletic & Activities Director

Wilsonville High School

503-673-7630

