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Dave Hood
2755 NE 27th Street
Bend, OR 97701

Dear Mr. Hood,

This letter is to inform you that Tristan S. Blackburn has full support from his family to help him succeed academically and that he is currently working to improve his grades at Mt. View high school so that he may continue to participate in cross country.  

Tristan has always had the passion and motivation to do well.  However, recently his home situation has not been the ideal structure for success.  Tristan’s grandparent’s raised him and his brother, Brandon, from birth.  In 2010, his grandfather, Budd, passed away from health issues relating to diabetes.  For the past five years, Tristan’s grandmother has been the sole provider for support financially and academically.  Unfortunately, the stress on Sherry, along with the absence of Tristan’s mom and dad, has been overwhelming and has affected Tristan’s life and academics.  Sherry works full time; therefore, she depended on Tristan to get to the bus on time and finish his homework.  However, Tristan is a child and needed more support emotionally and mentally.  In June, Sherry reached out to Tristan’s aunt and uncle, Jason and Kym, for help Monday through Thursday.

In June 2015, Tristan began running consistently, cycling, and working for his uncle, Jason.  Over the summer, Tristan got up every day at 7:00 am to work and learn about irrigating farm fields, farm equipment, masonry, and driving among other things that taught him the importance of time management, self-motivation, and curiosity. These personality traits that Tristan has learned over the summer will help him succeed in school.

Tristan’s poor performance in the past was due to absences as the result of the lack of transportation when he missed the school bus in the morning and not putting effort in homework.  Currently, Tristan has more family support to help him succeed academically through an improved network system that will ensure he does not miss school, cross country, or school assignments.  Please do not let his past performance affect his current situation or future potential in cross country or in school.


Sincerely,

Sherry Johnson, custodian			Kym Townsend, aunt
(541) 280-0121				kym_townsend@yahoo.com
						(541) 419-3840

Jason Townsend, uncle
tar@bendbroadband.com
(541) 419-7074
