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       Oakland High School


September 22, 2015
Dear Tom Welter,

I am writing this letter in support of Daniel Arias being granted a hardship for being a quarter of a credit short of being on track for graduation beginning his junior year at OHS.  Daniel has been dealing with a lot of issues throughout his life, some out of his control, and some caused by his own poor choices along the way.  He has grown up and matured quite a bit in his time here and is now wanting to play sports to help keep him on track.

Daniel came to us partway through his freshman year after being released from a treatment center in Utah and coming to live with his mother in Oakland.  He did OK as a freshman, struggled in a few classes, but then relapsed and had to return to the treatment center near the end of his freshman year.  This forced him to miss out on second semester classes in Oakland, and at the treatment center they were focused on treatment for his issues more so than educating him and allowing him to earn credits.   He returned to us last year for his sophomore year and did much better.  Behaviors began to improve and his academics improved as well.  

He is currently at 10 ¼ credits and we have him enrolled in a credit recovery class for Physical Science and he is almost halfway through the course.  We will use that period to also have him work to make up some other classes that he either failed or missed out on taking while in treatment.  He has shown a willingness to work through some struggles and overcome some difficulties.  We will keep him on a close grade check and he will not be allowed to fail any classes.  
I believe that Daniel deserves a chance to play sports.  Despite being a ¼ credit short he is working to get back on track and make up for some poor choices along the way.  Thank you for considering this hardship request.  

Sincerely,

Jeffrey E Clark

Principal/AD
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Our young people practice respect, learn responsibility, and exhibit pride in their school and community.








