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Mr. Neibling,

| am writing on the behalf of Juan Hernandez in an effort to put perspective on his hardship
during the spring of 2015. | had the opportunity to have Juan asa student in physical science for the
entire 2014 — 2015 school year, so | have a good basis for comparison of his personality prior to the
incident as well as during the final months of the school year. Juan was the type of person that, prior to
the incident, | love to teach. He displayed many of the traits that make working with freshmen a
rewarding career; he was energetic and humorous while showing a strong desire to improve himself
both personally and academically. He came in to my class in the fall as a goofy kid who would take pride
in being the class clown; constantly disrupting class by cracking jokes and disrupting the flow of the
class. But over the course of the semester, Juan showed tremendous progress in accepting feedback
and transformed into a leader among his peers. He converted his high energy from a source of
frustration and distraction into a source of motivation for his friends and his goofball attitude became a
tool to help his peers really feel comfortable in class, particularly when they were struggling. | was truly
impressed that at the age of 15, Juan demonstrated a level of maturity that allowed him to reflect upon
his behaviors and attitudes in order to make positive changes in how he handles himself in class.

After the incident, Juan’s behavior changed drastically. First, and most striking, he stopped
participating in class. He seemed very distant and frustrated most days and behaved in a manner that
suggested that he was no longer interested in being part of school. This was particularly surprising due
to the extended nature of his behavior. Even when | was able to get Juan to have a good day, his
malaise would be back the next day. In my opinion, the unique circumstances of the spring were
directly connected to his change in behavior and academics. During second semester his grades were
typically Cs, Ds, or Fs with very little sign of growth during the course of a unit. By contrast, during first
semester Juan was regularly showing significant improvement within a unit to the point that he often
earned As and Bs on his post-assessments. His desire to succeed and his willingness to reflect upon
himself and make adjustments were critical to his success first semester, and without that resiliency and
confidence he clearly struggled in the spring. Science wasn’t the only class that was affected by the
events this spring, his overall GPA dropped an entire point second semester. Juan is a good person who

has shown a strong desire to be successful, and | believe that his changes in attitude and behavior were
strongly influenced by the incident this spring.

Thank You,

(o frales-

Andy Patron
Science Teacher

McKav High School




