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To whom it may concern:
I am writing this letter on behalf of Shabani Butoyi.  A request for additional information has been made regarding his junior year.  Shabani began high school upon his arrival to the U.S.  Prior to moving here Shabani had no formal schooling.  Shabani’s native languages are Swahili and Kurundi.  He only began to learn English upon his arrival to the U.S. as a 9th grade student.   As a newcomer to the U.S. school system Shabani was placed in Sheltered English Language Learner classes.  The majority of his school day was spent receiving small group and individualized instruction to help build on his lagging academic and English language skills.  He remained in these classes throughout his time at Reynolds High School.  This support allowed him to earn 7 credits his freshman year and 3.5 credits the first semester of his sophomore year.  Upon arriving at Roosevelt, during the second semester of his sophomore year, Shabani was enrolled in three core academic classes (algebra, biology, & history).  The rest of his day was spent in elective courses or receiving English Language Development (ELD) support, specifically focused on assisting work completion in his core academic classes.  Shabani ended his sophomore year earning 7.5 credits total.  
Shabani’s junior year was a huge struggle.  Outside of school Shabani’s step-father had become abusive to him and his mother (whom was pregnant at the time).  His step-father left the family for lengths of time, on several occasions, leaving them with no money or support. When he was home Shabani’s stepfather made him the target of his rage.  Due to his stepfather’s inconsistent presence Shabani’s mother needed to find work.  This left Shabani with the task of watching his siblings, including a newborn, while his mother worked to provide the basic needs for the family.  As a result he missed a significant amount of school. In addition to the turmoil at home Shabani was placed in more general education classes, as his ELD support began to lessen.  He was placed in two science classes, two history classes, two math classes, two language arts classes, and only one ELD class.  Please remember, Shabani had been in the country for only 2 ½ years at this point. The combination of his lagging English language skills, lack of K-8 education, and home situation played a significant harmful role in Shabani’s education, and he earned only .5 credits his junior year.    
As a senior Shabani’s home situation began to stabilize some, and he was able to start to refocus on school again.  While he still struggled some, Shabani successfully took night school classes, passed the Swahili SLIP test, and ended up earing 9 credits his senior year.  
While his life is still not stable, Shabani is focused.  His basic interpersonal communication skills are strong, and his academic English skills continue to develop. Shabani has returned to high school for a fifth year with the goal of completing the last three credits he needs to graduate, and ultimately providing more opportunities to help support his family.  
I hope this letter provided the information needed to make a decision regarding Shabani’s eligibility.  Running is what Shabani does for fun.  It is the one outlet he has, it allows him to escape the challenges of his life, be part of something positive, and just be a teenager.  If you have further questions regarding Shabani please do not hesitate to contact me.  Thank you for your consideration. 
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