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To Whom It May Concern:

	I am writing this letter to request a fifth-year hardship eligibility waiver for Shabani Butoyi. 

	Shabani moved to the United States in 2010 from a refugee camp in Tanzania.  Prior to moving to the United States, Shabani had no formal schooling and his native languages are Swahili and Kurundi, leaving him at a disadvantage when he entered high school in America.  However, in spite of a severe language deficit and a lack of resources to work with him as an English Language Learner, Shabani is only three credits short of graduating from high school.  He has returned to Roosevelt this semester to complete his credit requirements and earn his degree to hopefully help his mother and the rest of his family (he is the oldest of five children).
	Last year, Shabani joined the cross-country team and had a lot of fun running.  Cross-country has provided structure and support for Shabani and has helped him stay motivated, attend tutorial sessions, and provided willing advocates for him and his livelihood. 
Shabani Butoyi is a wonderful young person who came to Roosevelt High School behind his peers in regards to language ability, but has found the determination and will to continue his education and help his family.  It would be great for him to be able to continue to work with our cross-country team and represent Roosevelt with the great pride he has for his school and sports community.





Thank you for your consideration,
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Stuart Smith
Athletic Director
Roosevelt High School
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