To Whom It May Concern:

This letter is being written in support of Damien Serrano and his application for an academic hardship for the fall soccer season of the 2015-16 school year.

The Situation:
Damien is a senior at Canby High School who struggled in the spring of his junior year at CHS, making him academically ineligible for the fall soccer season.  He has experienced some tough transitions that have made his schooling more difficult to focus on in the last year.  His parents have moved again and they have elected to have him stay with his grandparents to finish his schooling in Canby. In addition to this challenge, his aunt has passed away placing an additional burden on the family and creating a situation that has compounded Damien’s ability to focus on school.  Please read his letter that is attached for more information about his past 6 months. It is included as “additional documentation”.

The Plan for Support:
As part of our plan of support for any Canby student-athlete who is struggling academically, Damien will be monitored with weekly check-ins throughout the season to ensure successful completion of coursework so that he earns passing grades in all five classes in the first trimester. We can do this through the monitoring system available through Connections Academy. If at any time Damien falls below a passing grade in his coursework in any of his classes, he will be deemed ineligible to play soccer for the remainder of the season. His coach has been apprised of his situation and will support Damien’s pursuit by working with him around times and circumstances where he might need more support, including missing portions of practice in order to maintain a good academic standing in all of his classes. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]It is my hope that this plan and explanation of circumstances are sufficient for the OSAA to grant Damien eligibility for the 2015 soccer season. I understand that this would be a one-year approval situation and Damien would be responsible for maintaining his good standing throughout the school year in order to be eligible for his next season. Failure to do so would result in his ineligibility. 

Sincerely,


Mark Martens
Athletic Director
Canby High School
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