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Regarding: Eligibility Request for Oskar Weber – Foreign Exchange Student

OSAA Eligibility Request:

My name is John Mick, and I am the baseball coach at Hosanna Christian Academy in Klamath Falls, Oregon. I am writing this letter, because my family is a host family for a foreign exchange student. His name is Oskar Weber, and in addition to attending high school in the United States, Oskar wishes to participate in sports for our high school.

When my family was first asked to be a host family a few months ago, we only knew that Oskar was German, that he was a boy and that he was in the same grade as my son. Our only question at that time was whether we could be a good host family. We have three children, and like most families we are stretched thin with activities. But, we also recognized that Hosanna Christian is a small school, and there are a limited number of potential host families, so we agreed to be Oskar’s host family.
	.
Since arriving in the United States, Oskar has become a member of our family and he has started to develop many friendships at Hosanna.  As a part of building these relationships at school, Oskar also wishes to begin participating in sports at Hosanna. Oskar has never played football before. In Germany, he plays handball, but he has never played “American Sports” (football or baseball). I am not the football coach, but based on the talent level of our team, I would expect Oskar to get a very limited amount of playing time. Oskar understands this, but he very much wants to be a part of the team even if that means he will only get to go into the games when the outcomes have been determined. As a baseball player, Oskar will also be very inexperienced, but we don’t have many players (if we were to include him on the team we would have approximately 12 players this season).  Last year our team had 12 players also, but we played many games where only 9 of the boys were available. Because of this, Oskar might get more playing time in baseball than in football.

I am requesting that Oskar be granted eligibility to participate in Hosanna sports because I don’t believe that Oskar’s situation violates the intent of the OSAA rule. Oskar was not recruited to play sports. Oskar’s participation will not change the talent level on our teams, and Oskar will not displace other Hosanna student athletes (our teams are small, and Oskar does not have the experience to play over our other players).

Oskar’s involvement in Hosanna sports will not hurt anyone, but he will add to the “team experience” of our other Hosanna student athletes. Oskar is a really neat young man who has made friends within our community very quickly. He wants to be involved in everything and his classmates want him to be a part of their teams where they can teach him to play their sports.  

Thank You for your consideration,

Sincerely,




John Mick
