A LETTER OF RECOMMENDATION FOR
Sophann Oum
September 2, 2015
It is with pleasure that I write this letter of recommendation for Sophann Oum.  I have known Sophann for three years, and have had the pleasure of having him as both a student and as a member of my football program.
Sophann has done extremely well as a student aide in my class.  He is consistent, dependable, and has no problem with carrying out any task that I ask him to do.  He has shown great leadership skills by helping me to teach younger students how to execute lifts and spotting techniques safely and properly.  Sophann’s maturity and ability to work well with others is certainly one of his strong qualities.
In talking with other teachers in the building, it seems as though Sophann is very well liked and that they enjoy having him in class.  He has never had discipline issues or has been a distraction.  It seems that Sophann has sometimes lacked the discipline to turn in assignments, or has occasionally chosen not to study for a test or quiz.  Although there is no excuse for that in my opinion, I also feel that the best thing for Sophann is to be involved in a program where his grades will be tracked.  
In our program we have a mandatory study hall every Monday morning at 6:30 sharp.  Kids turn in a travel card, and receive a new travel card.  During the hour that they are studying, I personally go through each card and look for poor grades or comments on their behavior.  Any young man that has a poor grade must take the card home to be signed by his parents as well.  Playing time is taken from young men whose grades fall below OSAA standards.

It is my opinion that this type of academic tracking, along with the structure that being in a sport provides, is just the thing that Sophann will need in order to get his senior year off to a good start so that he can graduate with his class.

I have a lot of respect for this young man.  There is no doubt in my mind that he will be a good member of society after high school.  I am sure that he is capable of performing well in his classes with the right motivation.  I hope the OSAA will take into consideration how being involved with sports will help Sophann going into his senior year.
Please feel free to contact me at any time.
Sincerely,

Jay Minyard

Head Football Coach

P.E. Teacher

McKay High School

503-399-3080

