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To Whom It May Concern:

	I am writing the letter on behalf of Muhamud “Mudi” Mohamed.  At this point, Mudi is entering his senior year with 16 credits.  He will need 8 credits to graduate, and he is enrolled in a full schedule for the two semesters of his final year, which will provide him the opportunity to complete 8 credits.  However, OSAA policies have ruled Mudi ineligible as he is currently “off-track” to graduate.  I am writing this letter to propose a hardship waiver for Mudi to participate on cross-country and basketball teams this year because of the circumstances that have affected his academic performance outside of his control.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Mohamud Mohamed moved to the United States in 2008 from Kakuma Refugee Camp in Kenya.  Before moving to the United States, Mudi had never attended school and only spoke his native dialect, Maay Maay.  Since arriving in Portland, Mudi has moved between six schools as his parents and family; he has eight brothers and sisters, have worked to provide for one another.  Despite all of this, Mudi has maintained good attendance and an eagerness to do well in school.
	Last spring, Mudi advocated to receive a Special Education evaluation due to a very significant stutter that left him insecure and unwillingly to speak up.  Combine that with his status as an English Language Learner, and Mudi has found himself off-track for graduating in four years.  Again, Mudi is only one credit from being “on-track” and has found a great deal of motivation to stay focused through his involvement with the cross country and basketball teams.  Through these teams, Mudi has made friends, maintained focus and great attendance, and has found adults who will advocate for him and help him through an extremely difficult situation.
	Mudi Mohamed will graduate at the end of this school year, but it is with great care that I write this letter to advocate for him to receive a hardship to participate in the sports teams that have been such an important part of his life the last two years.

Thank you for your consideration,



Stuart Smith
Athletic Director
Roosevelt High School
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