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To whom it may concern,
As Mohamud (Mudi) Mohamed has made connections with his cross country coaches this year, he has opened up to them about a serious and debilitating neurological condition that he has been trying to hide from everyone but his family all of his life. Mudi has a severe stutter which he masks in a number of ways including refusing to talk, pretending not to understand (or not to know an English word), and making tic-like clicking noises with his mouth in attempt to distract his listener. Mudi’s recent sharing of this condition with his coaches has led the Roosevelt Special Education team to initiate an evaluation for a Communication Disorder for Mudi. Once this process is complete, Mudi will have access to treatment services to remediate his stuttering, as well as IEP accommodations throughout his school day to ensure that his disability no longer puts him at a disadvantage to other students.
To illustrate just one component of how Mudi’s stutter has had a detrimental impact on his education, allow me to relate the current state of Mudi’s progress in his History class. Mudi’s history teacher identified that Mudi’s  primary obstacle to finding success has been him not participating in whole class and small group discussions, which are part of the grade in that class. In a confidential conversation, Mudi revealed that his anxiety about speaking in this kind of situation is so extreme that he couldn’t do so, even if he were willing to bear the potential embarrassment of his disability. His stuttering, and the co-occurring anxiety that so often comes with undiagnosed stuttering, render him nearly mute in classroom settings. He has shared that he has not passed multiple classes and important assignments throughout high school because of this. This history teacher had no idea that Mudi is a person who stutters and that this grade requirement was not only unfair, but potentially an infringement of Mudi’s legal rights under the ADA. 
The Special Education team is working to expedite Mudi’s eligibility process so he can begin receiving services and protection as soon as possible. In the meantime, we are working with teachers to help them understand his unique and newly identified challenges to ensure that his grades no longer reflect his disability rather than his ability.  In working with Mudi’s teachers there have already been positive changes and progress made towards his grades.  Since the Cross Country season began Mudi has demonstrated a redoubled commitment to school and a newfound ability to seek support. I sincerely hope that a lifelong neurological disability, and the social and emotional toll of struggling in silence is enough for Mudi to bear, and that being banned from sports because it took so long for the adults in his life to recognize his needs won’t be added to the remarkable young man’s burden.
Thank you so much for considering Mudi for athletic eligibility due to hardship. I would be more than happy to discuss his case or provide any additional information that might help you.
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