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To Whom It May Concern:
Arthur Bernestine has been a student of mine for the last two years. He has certainly had some challenges and has not performed as well as he could academically. However, he has recently shown a recommitment to his academics, and I believe this is in part because of the commitment he has to the Grant football program. 

I have worked with Arthur and his mother and many of the staff at Grant to put in place supports to help him be successful. We have discussed alternative school as an option for Arthur numerous times, and this still may be in Arthur’s future. However, at this time, he is committed to taking his classes at Grant and night school and summer school to recover the necessary credits to graduate on time. 

Arthur is requesting that he be granted a hardship for athletic eligibility so that he can participate in Grant Athletics, specifically football. I support this request, as I think it may bring him greater success as a person – academically, socially, mentally, and physically – and ultimately greater success in life. Arthur is a student who benefits greatly from structure (which football provides) and positive connections with adults. He also is at a vulnerable point where he could continue to plummet academically or turn things around. I think football could help him turn his life around. I believe it already has and I already see a difference. I am hopeful.

Please consider granting this hardship request as a meaningful investment in this Arthur’s life.

Sincerely,

Catherine Smith

503-916-5160, x75688
PORTLAND PUBLIC SCHOOLS


Grant High School


Carol Campbell, Principal 


2245 N.E. 36th Avenue, Portland, OR 97212


Phone: 503 916 -5160 
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