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To: Tom Welter OSAA Eligibility
From: Dave Williams Athletic Director	
Re: Joseph Koehler
Date: 9/2/15

I’m writing to you requesting approval of eligibility for Joseph Koehler.  Joseph is a senior at Bend High and has recently come upon troubled times surrounding his eligibility for athletic participation at Bend High School.  Joseph is currently not on track to graduate completing 16.5 credits leading into his senior year.  He is completing the standard diploma track and needs to be at 17.  As you can see from his transcript he is paying the price from a very troubled 10th grade year that involved the breakup of his mother and father and he struggled academically because of this.  Joseph has taken it upon himself to improve and he is steadily getting there.  He has been slowly making up credits and if the new standards were not in place this fall he would have made it.  Joseph knows that this is no excuse but if there were ever a case for a hardship situation I believe Joseph is an extremely strong candidate.  

Joseph has made it back to be a full time student at Bend High since his sophomore year and is really a very good comeback story.  I don’t know what his role is within our football program but he is most definitely a kid that needs athletics more than athletics need him.  I firmly believe that Joseph has turned a corner in his development and will continue on this path.  The eligibility for fall sports will only help him further this positive trend. Joseph fully understands the situation he is in and is taking complete responsibility in this process for improvement.  
     
Joseph’s eligibility centers on being below satisfactory progress and he is committed himself to graduating while showing consistent work habits in an attempt to recover from his 10th grade year.  Many people involved with Joseph have seen a positive change in him and I am appealing to you on his behalf with a definite belief that he is attempting to get it right.  This approval would only help him along the path toward graduation and be a very positive start to his senior year.  I believe he could be given an opportunity to correct his mistake and ultimately be rewarded somewhere along the line this fall to compete for Bend High on the football field.  Please consider this request and we look forward to your response.  

If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to get in touch.  

Sincerely


Dave Williams
Athletic Director

230 NE Sixth Street, Bend, Oregon   97701
Phone (541) 355-3802   cell (541) 419-6642	Fax (541) 355-3810   
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