Hello Mr. Ames,

Thank you for meeting with me today about Austin's participation in Cross Country.   As you are aware, Austin is not currently able to participate in sports because of a "No Grade."  I am sending this email in support of Austin being eligible to participate.  As he explained in his letter yesterday: on January 19, 2015, he suffered a major concussion during his time as a team member of the Hood River Valley HS Ski Team - (this was his third concussion as a ski team member.)  Today I gave you a letter from his pediatrician confirming this.  We also turned in a letter from his neurologist to Melissa Bentley*.  Both letters asked for Austin not to be tested or for accommodations or limited testing.  Unfortunately, this injury occurred just days before final exams.  In addition, Austin was underway with his EA Project.  However, his ability to memorize and organize tasks was severely affected and he struggled to complete as many classes as he could for the remainder of the school year and requested an extension on his EA project. In spite of his injury, he ended his year with a 3.1 GPA (which was a drop from 3.6).

Over the summer, Austin has visited a concussion specialist as he continues to have some organizational challenges and is currently underway on neuropsych testing.  We are hoping to find better ways to support Austin his senior year and get him back to his previous level of functioning and performance.

I am also attaching a copy of Austin's resume, which reflects his academics just prior to his injury.  As you can see by his academics, work experience, and volunteer activities, Austin is an amazing, well-rounded person.  He enjoys representing HRV in a positive light in the community and being a student athlete. I hope that he will have the opportunity to participate in Cross Country this season.

Thank you for your consideration,

Lori Marques

  
 *(this is filed in Melissa's file so I wasn't able to get a copy of it for you today as she was not in and we have recently moved so I can not find my copy, but if needed I can contact the neurologist office and get a copy)
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