Domingo Barragan, Junior at Hood River Valley High School

I was born in Los Angeles, California on November 7, 1998; there I was living with my parents until age 3, when we moved to Hood River, Oregon. Here I began my studies in kindergarten and elementary school, I started playing soccer, I studied two years only because my dad was in jail and deported and had to go to Mexico. My mother did not want me and my brother to grow up without my dad and made the decision that we were going to live in Petatlan, Guerrero, Mexico with him.
[bookmark: _GoBack]There I started third grade in the "LIONS CLUB" school, at the beginning of the year I had the opportunity to play with the school team, each year at the end of the school tournament I enrolled with a team in my neighborhood. When I Completed Elementary School my Dad decided to make a team "Deportivo Charrapo" which consisted of all my friends in my neighborhood, we achieved the championship the first year we participated and were chosen to play in an all-star Team. I was able to play two years until the team was dissolved because of the amount of crime in the area.
My first two years in high school  I studied at "Vicente Guerrero" where I spend most of my time in a school dance group because I would earn points in the subject, where we get a second place in the state. My last  year I had to change school for behavioral problems, the school I entered  was '' SECONDARY QUETZAL "I also had the good fortune to play in the team but I was taken off  the team for a month due to lack of good grades. By getting good grades I was able to be back on the school team which I was the scoring champion, and at the end I was invited by sports promoter Luis Flores to do tryouts with "Monarcas Morelia" and "Tecos students" but was not selected.
Arriving back at the Copa Telmex I participated in the first round where with a minute to finish the match I tied the game with a free kick. At half of this year I played in a team from the second unit, a retired teacher "Oton Salagado" assembled a team "tuzos PETATLAN" to participate at the state level where I was chosen to play, where I did very well, and I was the top scorer of the first round.

Upon entering high school I had to wait till I turned 16 years old to play for the school, but my family had problems and we had to plan in two weeks our return trip to the United States. During these days I had the opportunity to go to two tryouts, with "Real Acapulco" of the third division and Chivas' Guadalajara "where I was lucky enough to be chosen but did not get a chance to stay - my parents would not leave me alone.

Before coming to the United States, I didn’t have a chance to say goodbye to all my friends because we left quickly. Being back was very difficult at first to adapt to the climate and because I do not know English very well, but within months I adapted, now I'm training to play for the team at River Valley High School.

The reasons  I don’t have enough credits to play for the school team is because it is my first year here, the last school where I studied in Mexico did not managed with credits was very different. And another reason is that when I went to collect my papers at school, the office was closed and had gone on vacation.

I want to participate on the school team because as a child I have always liked soccer and it also serves as a motivation to keep playing and studying at school. It would be a privilege for me to be part of the team where my colleagues would be one more family to me. I hope they give me the opportunity to play and I promise to achieve the necessary credits to participate.
Sincerely


Domingo Barragan 
