



August 26, 2015

ATTN: OSAA Hardship Committee

RE: Valerio Tarlazzi

Attached are letters from Valerio and his host parents, Robbyn and Ricardo Foggia. Valerio decided to be a foreign exchange student and study in the United States. He enrolled in the highly reputable Program of Academic Exchange program. As you read the letters submitted, you will understand how and why Valerio ended up in Wilsonville and with the Foggia family. 

I have met with Valerio and with his host mom. The direct placement involves a family connection where Valerio’s cousin stayed with the Foggia’s seven years ago and had a quality experience. Later, his brother stayed with the family during the 2011-2012 school year. Again, the quality experience and the family appreciation, respect, and connection grew. Now it is Valerio’s turn to study in the United States, and the family wanted to maintain the relationship that has evolved. Robbyn and Ricardo agreed to host Valerio. Their request for a “direct placement” was based on a mutual friendship and trust. The decision had nothing to do with athletics. The Foggia’s mentioned that Valerio is interested in playing soccer and basketball. His desire is to be involved and connected, and to be involved in something that he cannot experience back home. If all works out, he will likely be a JV player. 

Based on the information that has been shared and after our face-to-face meeting, I support the request to grant Valerio eligibility for the 2015-2016 academic year.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
To enhance Valerio’s experience at Wilsonville High School, we would like to see him involved in our extra-curricular programs. I am requesting that the Committee grant Valerio eligibility. 

Thank you in advance for your consideration.  Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions.


Sincerely,


Dennis Burke
Assistant Principal/Activities & Athletic Director
Wilsonville High School
503-673-7630
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