August 29, 2015

Tom Welter
OSAA 
25200 Sw Parkway Ave. #1
Wilsonville, OR  97070

Dear Tom:

I am writing this hardship letter on behalf of Devin King, a student who has been at LOHS since his freshman year.  Devin is a young man who I believe truly needs to be part of a team. He is someone who needs football more than football needs him.  I personally have been involved with Devin and his family for the past four years and I am advocating 100% for this hardship. I believe without this hardship we will lose this young man and he will not finish high school.
Devin has struggled academically and emotionally ever since I met him.  He is diagnosed with depression.  His story is sad as he was taken away from his mother at a young age and raised by his mother's parents. Devin's mother chooses to take an inactive role in his life and he doesn't know his father.  Recently Devin's mother remarried, had another child, and hasn't included Devin in her new life.  This was another blow for Devin and although grandparents are providing him with counseling, we saw him withdraw emotionally, develop a lack of engagement in school, while pushing back on any support we provided due to a lack of trust in anyone around him.  
In my personal opinion, Devin gave up on himself and literally couldn't visualize success in our high school setting.  Last spring, after trying a variety of plans, we placed Devin in an out-placement at Clackamas Community College where he had been successful the previous summer.  Prior to the out-placement meeting, we confirmed with OSAA if he was successful and met the eligibility requirements, he could continue to play football his senior year.  Unfortunately, the counselor who met with the family told him he had to attain 16 credits prior to his senior year instead of the 17 required.  Devin passed the required five classes and has been working to attain the 16 credits.  Unfortunately, the error was the school's fault and was outside of the student's control.  
We are advocating for this hardship because:

· We are confident that Devin will be able to graduate from high school now that we have him in a program that is a better fit for his needs
· We made an error when communicating to him the number of credits needed to be eligible
· He met the requirement of passing five classes last spring
· Devin needs to be part of a team to continue to develop trust and relationships that are important to human growth

Thank you for your consideration.
Cindy Schubert
Principal
