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8/29/15

TO:		Tom Welter Executive Director OSAA
From:		James Ellis Days Creek High School
Subject:	Chad Dallas Hardship Request


Dear Mr. Welter,

I am writing this letter in support of Chad Dallas. Based on the information I have gathered, I believe it is in the best interest of Chad if he attends Days Creek High School.  With that being said however, I do not know if there is a hardship here, unless, the accusations that I will detail below are true.  They are again accusations, from Chad and his mother Mary Ferch, towards South Umpqua High School, and if true, I believe there was a certain amount of harassment that Chad went through. 

Chad lives in Myrtle Creek and transferred to Days Creek this fall. Chad struggles in school academically as he only has 7.5 credits going in to his Junior year.  Chad attended South Umpqua High School for the past two years.  During the beginning of his Sophomore year, he was suspended for a fighting incident that he claims was a couple of boys goofing around that got out of hand. Due to this incident, Chad was brought up before the Expulsion Board but expulsion was denied and Chad was allowed to return to school. During the suspension, Chad fell behind in his work and was unable to make sufficient progress academically upon his return. Other Contributing factors may have been in play as well.

Chad claims that he was made to feel uncomfortable at times when at South Umpqua High School.  Apparently Chad has a disorder in which he sweats rather easily.  Because of this, he has had a problem with body odor.  According to his mother, he was actually pulled out of class and given a bag of personal hygiene items and told that he needed to take a shower at the school. Apparently this happened while other students were in class and this was embarrassing to Chad.  According to his mother, this went on for a while and became an issue that eventually escalated in to a talk from the Principal about Chads lack of personal hygiene. In her eyes this was out of line and an embarrassment to Chad.  This event brought on name calling, in which students, and faculty would refer to Chad as, ”stinky”.  Chads mother claims that this lead to Chad’s declined self- esteem, and diminished his drive to go to school.
 
Chad also feels a bit of harassment stemming from the fact that South Umpqua forced him to enroll in the ADAPT program.  As it was explained by Chad, he was asked if he smoked Pot. He told them that he had tried it once and the result was immediate referral to ADAPT counseling.  Chad felt as if he was being punished for being honest and that smoking Pot once was not grounds for counseling.  Chad completed the program and passed all UA’s but still felt as if he were being labeled by the South Umpqua Administration as a troubled kid.

Since his arrival at Days Creek, Chad has found a new group of friends and seems to be doing very well.  He is attentive in class, polite, and respectful to peers and faculty.  He has even been nominated for student recognition at our next Board meeting for his citizenship at school.

[bookmark: _GoBack]I believe that Days Creek will be able to give Chad a chance for a fresh start where he can get some much needed one on one time with our staff, and begin to get back on track to graduate. I believe that we have the right people in place to help him reach his goal of graduation. If the above accusations are true, I feel that allowing chad to participate in Football will help him gain even more confidence and that we can give Chad the extra attention needed to make his education successful.

Sincerely,

James L. Ellis
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