[bookmark: _GoBack]To whom it may concern,

Amanda has been in Cross Country for the last 3 years and loves it. She was asked to be in the varsity team at Marist last year for her freshman year. With the necessity financially to leave the private school this opportunity of cross country would help her to be involved in the school on a better level than only taking classes. Our hope was that she would connect with some of the other students before school started so that the transition to a new school would not be so traumatic. She has had a lot of changes in her life in the last 2 years and we would like her to have a long lasting, positive, fun and memorable experience at North Eugene High School. We looked at the various options and chose North Eugene High due to location and program, not aware that when she was accepted to the school, she would not be able to participate in the sport program and have a full well-rounded educational and relational experience. In preparation for her transition with North Eugene High we have worked hard to help her connect with other North students through various youth programs and camps so she would have a positive high school experience.

North is closer to where we live and Amanda could ride her bike to school if she needed to due to our work schedules. North Eugene HS is 2.5 miles away from our house in Santa Clara and Willamette High School is 3.6 miles. Riding a bike to Willamette would mean crossing the NW Expressway, going under the Beltline and down Hwy. 99. With my husband and I both working it is a lot closer and safer for her to attend school at North. We feel it is better situation and have been impressed with the employees and students we have met there.

When we went to sign Amanda up for Cross Country we didn’t know that she couldn’t compete until the Athletic Director told us that she couldn’t be competitively active in sports. That was very disappointing since she is allowed to attend there and it didn’t make sense to us. She wants to be involved in the school she has chosen to attend for the next three years and make a contribution to the school she participates in.  Amanda would be an asset to the team and the school. She is a talented runner and has a positive, uplifting attitude. She adds an element of fun to those she is around.

I think that we should encourage our young people to participate and contribute to their school of choice. When the school system accepts a child into their school I feel that they should accept them in all the programs available so they can be an actual part of it. Children enjoy involvement, school spirit, competition and friendships.

We really hope that she will be able to participate in Cross Country this season. We have already bought her running shoes and clothing and have given the school the $150 participation fee. Sports are for helping a child have a well-rounded experience at school. Thank you for your consideration of our request for Amanda to have a full and well-rounded experience during her high school years at north.  

Thank you,
David and Sharon Grinder

