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Sandy High School

37400 Bell Street  Sandy, OR 97055


Wade Lockett, Athletic Director

503-668-8011 ext. 7114
Sharen York, Secretary

(503) 668-8011 ext. 7106
FAX (503)-668-7646
August 21, 2015
Dear Mr. Welter,

The purpose of this letter is to advocate for Louise Gustafson to be eligible to play soccer at Sandy High School for the 2015 season. Louise is a foreign exchange student from Norway on a CSIET approved exchange program (ICES). Her placement with the Nick and Rolanda Kern came through their relationship with another exchange student from Norway last year. As they got to know this student, their (the Kerns) interest in hosting an exchange student became something they decided to explore more deeply. The young lady had a friend in Norway that was also interested in studying in the United States and she facilitated the meeting between Louise, the Kerns and her placement coordinator. This process would result in the placement of Louise with the Kerns. The direct placement being as it is, there is one more difficult element. After confirming last spring that Louise would be placed with the Kerns for the 2015-16 school year, Nick Kern was hired as our head girls soccer coach at Sandy High School. I have spent time discussing this situation with the Kerns and with Louise, as well as observing practices this week. I am whole-heartedly convinced that this is neither a recruitment nor manipulation of the system in any way for the purposes of improving our soccer program. I feel that this was a placement made based on common interests and convenience.

I feel that soccer would help the transition for Louise as an exchange student at Sandy HS. I do not feel there has been any action that would compromise the integrity of any of the OSAA’s participation and eligibility rules. Furthermore, I do not believe that Louise’s participation would give the Sandy HS soccer team an unfair advantage over opponents. In fact, if this waiver is approved, I will also be filing a request with Northwest Oregon Conference Athletic Directors for her to play on the JV team (she is listed as a senior) as she is not a varsity caliber player. I sincerely believe that this in the best interest of the student.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.

Wade Lockett

Sandy High School
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