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Wilsonville High School

6800 SW Wilsonville Road

Wilsonville OR 97070

Phone 503-673-7600 ( Fax 503-682-0917


August 18, 2015
ATTN: OSAA Hardship Committee

RE: Shashu Nieuwstraten
Attached are letters from Sashu and her parents regarding Sashu’s transfer to Wilsonville.  Shashu arrived from Ethiopia just over a year ago, and has been adopted by David and Bonnie Nieuwstraten. She attended a school in a tiny Ethiopian village, which has led to the challenge of gathering records and paperwork.  
There are no transcripts or previous grades and she is enrolling as a sophomore because of her age. Her current family has successfully initiated new paperwork and has enrolled her in a U.S. public school for the first time. As you read through the information shared within the packet, you will see that much is beyond Shashu’s and her family’s control.
Sashu mentions in her letter that she was home schooled. More accurately, once she arrived into the country, she was not accepted into any online schools since she was assessed at the third grade level for English and math. Her adoptive parents worked with her in building up literacy and study skills in trying to get Shashu to a level where she can effectively be a student at the high school.

She has taken the language assessment test so we can make sure she is in the right classes and have set up a support system to work with her and put her in the best position to achieve success as a student. Sashu has been practicing with our girls soccer program and her new peers have been happy to have her around, and it has been fun to watch how she is interacting with them. It has already been a positive situation for her and us.
In reviewing the circumstances, and inn meeting with the family, we strongly support Sashu’s request for eligibility, and request that the OSAA Hardship Committee grant eligibility for Sashu. 
Thank you in advance for your consideration.  Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions.

Sincerely,
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Dennis Burke

Assistant Principal/Athletic & Activities Director

Wilsonville High School

             Aaron Downs                  
 
Dan Schumaker 
                        
Dennis Burke

             Principal                             
                           Assistant Principal                                  Assistant Principal /Athletic Director                  

