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La Grande High School
708 K Avenue
La Grande, OR 97850

Phone: (541) 663-3310
Fax: (541) 663-3313
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August 26, 2015
To Whom It May Concern,

Our son, Josiah Kellogg, age 17 and grade 12, will be attending Pine Eagle Charter School for
the 2015-2016 school year. He is living with Ty and Aimee McCall and they have guardianship
for him. Sports are very important to Josiah and it is important for him to participate in sports at
Pine Eagle.

We adopted Josiah from foster care at age 7. Josiah has been abused and neglected m his life.
Josiah has a lot of anxiety and energy. Sporis have been a great outlet for him and have helped .
him in his life. He sometimes has a difficult time socially. Having a good friend is really
important for him.

Josiah attended La Grande High School his freshman year as we live in La Grande. He had a
difficult time socially. He made a good friend the following summer at a regional church
activity and asked if he could transfer to Cove Charter School so he could attend school with his
friend. His new friend, Bailey Hill, was a year older and a cross country runner. Josiah attended
Cove Charter School his sophomore and junior years. Josiah lived at home while attending
school there. Bailey graduated this year,

In the spring of this year Josiah obtained a cell phone without our knowledge and only used it at
school. He made some bad choices at school because of it and it affected his relationship with his
teachers.

Josiah became friends with Nathan McCall through our church’s regional activities in the last
couple years, Nathan is 16, a junior and attends Pine Eagle. In May they played basketball
together at a church campout and Nathan invited Josiah to come to a basketball camp with him
as his team was shorthanded. After the camp the boys approached us about aitending school
together, either in Cove or Pine Eagle. Both parents immediate response was no as neither
parent wanted to have their son live away from home, but both boys have shown signs of
possible depression due to not having a good friend, so we decided to explore it. Nathan stayed
at our home for a few days and Josiah stayed at the McCalls for a few days. We spent a month
setiously considering if a move to put the boys together would be beneficial for them and how it
would affect our families. We had many conversations with Ty and Aimee McCall. After much
thought we decided that the best choice for the boys and our families would be for Josiah to
attend Pine Fagle. No one from either coaching staff was involved or knew the families were
talking about the boys moving.

We sincerely hope you will consider this request and allow Josiah to play sports at Pine Eagle.

Don and Cassy Kellogg




September 2. 2015

Letter of support regarding OSAA eligibility for Josiah Kellogg

Josiah Kellogg attended Cove High School for two school years and did well as
both a student and athlete at Cove. Josiah is a good athlete and gets along well
with his teachers, coaches and other students. We fully support Josiah’s move to
Pine Eagle and know that this was a family decision that was best for Josiah. We
know that involvement in organized sports and activities is critical for Josiah’s
success and strongly support his continued involvement in OSAA athletics.

| request consideration of this eligibility request for Josiah Keflogg and ask that
you grant eligibility for him. Please call me if you have questions.

Thank you,

Mathew Miles
Principal

Cove High School
541-568-4424




Josiah Kellogg
9/4/15
OSAA Appeal Paper

To whom it may concern: | am a student athlete who has attended Cove High School for
the past few years. My parents enrolled me in Cove to be in a smaller school setting my
sophomore year. | spent my Freshman year at La Grande, and it was terrible. Every day | got
offered drugs, ali the fime. 1 hated it. | am LDS and my family has rules against such substances,
but they're also just unhealthy and unappealing. | played football, and it was the only good thing
about school. But one trip home some seniors offered me “the chance” to do drugs with them, and
| said no so they threatened me because they thought | would tell on them, but I'm not that type of
person. Anyways, | got beat up for it and they later brushed it off as freshman hazing. So my
parents offered that | could leave and go to a smaller local school. My father liked Imbler, but |
liked Cove. My parents liked cove for the student/teacher ratios and such, and | liked it for sports. |
have always loved football, but | love 8 man football. | enjoy how there is more speed in the game
and how it has a faster pace than 11 man football. Going to a small school like Cove gave me the
opportunity to play basketball, whereas at another school | definitely would not have even tried
out. | could hardly dribble when | started. Sports put aside, | like how small schools have the
community more involved in what they do, in everything, sports, FFA, even fall festivals and plant
sales. | think students being involved in the community is important, and small schoaols in small
places are ideal for such. So that's why we liked Cove. Last year, some of my reasons for loving
Cove disappeared. Mr. Koehn, was a fantastic ag teacher and by far the best part of my day every
day. But he left his position at Cove and suffered heart failure and now teaches at Joseph. Cove
moved up to 2A, and 8 man football left. One of our teachers consistently came to school drunk or
hungover and that wasn't typically pleasant. So again, this year my dad offered | could switch
schools. Besides issues at school, | have been dealing with issues such as pornography addiction
from being molested as a younger child, it created issues. | deal with shame because of this, and
depression, and sometimes suicidal urges. As a family, we have worked to resolve these, and |
have had some counseling which has been beneficial. I'm alsc adopted, and my parents have 9
children and are adopting three more. Sports have always been a great release for me. It's a
great way for me to channel all the energy | have and put it to good use. | love sports too. They're
important to me. | have played sports since | was younger | staried in 2nd grade and football
especially, is one of my passions. Sports have always been important to me and my family, and
my dad’s rule is if you don’t play a sport you get a job. So sports. Sports anyday. So this summer |
spent some considerable time with Nathan McCall, he’s been one of my friends over the years,
and his family also is LDS. Looking over the options, for leaving Cove, none seemed quite right for
me. So Nathan, one day jokingly said “You could totally come to school with me” and then |
considered it a serious option. And | asked my parents and they thought it would be good too,
after weighing the options they decided that moving would be good, for me individually. And so we
decided to go that direction. So all in all my family and | feel that going to Pine Eagle Charter
School, would be most beneficial.

Sincerely Josiah, Kellogg




