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       Oakland High School


Dear Tom Welter;
I am writing this letter to ask for eligibility be granted for Elsa Carlsson, a foreign exchange student from Braemhult, Sweeden, who is here in Oakland as part of the AFS exchange program.  Elsa is living with Roy and Sara Patt, a family with kids attending Oakland.  The reason for submitting the hardship is Roy Patt is currently a volunteer assistant in our Softball Program.  

I feel that Elsa should be granted eligibility to compete in sports this year as she entered into the AFS program and ended up in Oakland by chance.  Mr. and Mrs. Patt agreed to host a foreign exchange student to spend time with their daughter Emily, who is currently a junior at Oakland High School.  They hosted a young man from Germany, Johann Richtor, during the 2006-07 school year.  They did not ask for Elsa specifically, instead they just submitted their names as a host family and asked for a female, to be with their daughter.  

Mr. Patt is in his third year as a volunteer assistant coach for our softball program and Mrs. Patt is a teacher in our elementary school.  They are very active in our school and community and have deep roots in the community.  We are in a small town and host families for foreign exchange students are difficult to find.  I would hate to see Else lose eligibility for something that is out of her control.  The most compelling factor that should be considered in granting her eligibility is that Elsa will not even play softball.  She would like to play volleyball, basketball, and run track.  She is interested in obtaining the full “American high School Experience” and is eager to try a little bit of everything.
In closing, I would ask that Elsa be granted eligibility to compete in OSAA sports this year.  I do not believe she will be a major difference maker on the court, but will definitely have her experience enhanced by the ability to compete in athletics.  Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Sincerely,

Jeff Clark

Principal/AD
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Our young people practice respect, learn responsibility, and exhibit pride in their school and community.








