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Letter of Support:  Andrew (Andy) Harwood
To Whom It May Concern,

I have worked with Andrew (Andy) Harwood for the past 3+ years as his high school counselor.  Andy experienced personal hardship and difficulties last year that put him behind in his academics and off track to graduate in 4 years.  Andy and his family pursued, investigated, and reached out to many professionals outside of the building to get the help and assistance that Andy required.  His lack of attendance wasn’t due to a personal choice but rather overwhelming levels of anxiety that didn’t allow Andy to function as he normally would.  I met with Andy and his parents roughly every 2-3 weeks for updates and adjustments to support and help him get back in to the swing of attending regularly.  Prior to the school year ending, Andy made the decision to apply and attend the PCC Early College High School program that is a partnership with Beaverton School District and PCC.  This was a positive and huge step for Andy as he was reluctant to do so for about 3-4 months.  

Andy has overcome many obstacles and barriers in the last year and he understands that he still has a long way to go in dealing with a disability that will probably affect the rest of his life.  He has made positive strides in adapting and accepting the changes that are affecting him and is constantly working on finding strategies that will work for him.  When I returned from summer break, I was very excited for Andy when I heard he decided to participate in a sport again. In our role as educators and supporters, I believe that granting Andy a hardship this year will give him another avenue to better himself and allow him to regain confidence and a sense of normalcy.  
Sincerely,

Derek T. Nekoba

Counselor

Beaverton High School 

Derek_nekoba@beaverton.k12.or.us
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Anne Erwin, Principal


Beaverton High School


13000 SW 2nd Street


Beaverton, OR  97005


503.259.5000• Fax:  503.259.4990


anne_erwin@beaverton.k12.or.us








The Beaverton School District recognizes the diversity and worth of all individuals and groups.  It is the policy of the Beaverton School District that there will be no discrimination or harassment of individuals or groups based on race, color, religion, gender, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, national origin, marital status, age, veterans' status, genetic information or disability in any educational programs, activities or employment.











District Goal for 2010-15:  All students will show continuous progress toward their personal learning goals, developed in collaboration with teachers and parents, and will be prepared for post-secondary education and career success.














