Russ Pickett-Superintendent			Bill Crowson-Principal			Lexi DeVicq-Counselor
January 14, 2016

To:  	Dave Brooks, Commissioner, MVBOA
	Cindy Simmons, OSAA Staff

Re:  	Monroe HS Basketball Ejection

On Tuesday, January 12, 2016, a fighting incident occurred during our boys’ varsity basketball versus Crow High School.  The incident began when two players (one from each team) became entangled during a rebound and subsequently went to the floor.  As the Crow player got to his feet, he had a hold of the Monroe player’s leg (who was still on the floor on his back).  The Monroe player then kicked at the Crow player in an attempt to disengage his leg.  The Crow player subsequently (while standing over the prone Monroe player) punched the Monroe player who then attempted to get away from the situation (and to his feet).  While this is occurring (in front of the baseline official), play has continued and the ball moves down the opposite sideline and into the other court.  Once on his feet, the Monroe player moves away from the Crow player who has not relinquished his aggressive posture and continues to move toward the Monroe player.  Several people, including myself, people from the stands, coaches, and some Monroe bench players move toward the floor/situation as the officials work to get it in hand.

As a result of this situation the following actions occurred:
-the Crow player was ejected from the game for punching the Monroe player
-the Monroe player was ejected for kicking
-the Monroe bench was “restricted” for the remainder of the game

Monroe has appealed the ejection of the Monroe player and this has been approved.  We are also appealing the ejection of the Monroe bench players for the following reasons:

· the bench players are aware of the situation well before the coaches (two of them point out the situation very early) and stay in the bench area while waiting for the official to get control of the players.  This happens very slowly as the baseline official actually moved away from the players while blowing his whistle.  
· the Crow player continues to maintain his aggressive stance even after the Monroe player has gotten to his feet and the officials are blowing their whistles.  It is only after the official from the far end of the floor arrives that the player is gotten under control (by this official).
· some of the Monroe bench players take a few steps towards the situation and stop, again waiting for the adults to control the situation.  Some move again only after there is widespread movement toward the floor (including myself, coaches, some people from the stands). 

I do not believe the Monroe bench players moved towards the floor in an aggressive stance, but in an attempt to help control the situation.  Only three players are further than a step or two away from the bench by the time things 
[bookmark: _GoBack]have settled and two of these three players go immediately to the Monroe player.  Only one bench player adopts an aggressive stance and moves any further onto the floor than the Monroe player. 

Having watched many high school basketball games (and having had a front and center perspective on this particular event),  I do not believe I have witnessed the kind of blatant aggression that I saw from the Crow player on Tuesday.  When the situation was not resolved quickly by the official a few steps away, it felt like it quickly could have continued and I believe this scared our kids.  While I understand the need for a bench rule (and we now know it well) I feel that the few players who entered the court did so in an attempt to help not to further the incident.  As stated earlier, only one adopted any sort of aggressive stance, the other two being obviously more concerned about our player (a freshman who had just been struck by an opposing senior) than they were about the Crow player.




Sincerely, 
 

Bill Crowson
Principal/AD
Monroe High School
